
St Simon the Apostle School  Information Booklet Prep 2023 

Page 1 

 

 

 
ENROLMENT INFORMATION 

BOOKLET 2023 

 

2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 3178 
 

Phone:  9755 4222 

 

ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 

Email: office@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 

http://www.ssrowville.catholic.edu.au/


St Simon the Apostle School  Information Booklet Prep 2023 

Page 2 

 

Table of Contents 

  

Letter from the Principal 3 

Vision Statement 3 

St Simon the Apostle School 5 

Curriculum 6 

Religious Education 6 

English 6 

Mathematics 8 

Arts 11 

Information & Communications Technology 11 

Health and Physical Education 12 

Outdoor Education/Camp Program 12 

Library and Resource Centre 12 

Learning Diversity 13 

Student Wellbeing 14 

Personal Development 14 

Homework 15 

Enrolment Policy 15 

School Finance - School Fees 16 

Educational Costs 2022 16 

Tuition Fees 17 

Levy Charges 17 

St Simon’s Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) 17 

Enrolment Process 18 



St Simon the Apostle School  Information Booklet Prep 2023 

Page 3 

 

Letter from the Principal 

 

 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
On behalf of the St. Simon’s School Community, I would like to welcome 
you and your child to St. Simon the Apostle School.  This is an exciting time 
in your child’s life and we hope that over the next seven years of primary 
school your child will have an enjoyable and rewarding time. 
 
It is important for teachers and parents to work together, and if this can be 
achieved then it is the children who benefit.  Too often the school is spoken 
of as the provider of education and the important role and contributions of 
other institutions are minimised in the process.  The three main contexts in 
which students learn and grow are the family, the school and the community.  
As this is where learning and growth take place we can assert that the more 
these groups work together on education, then the more effective the 
learning outcomes will be.  A school community partnership is a 
collaborative relationship among the family, school and Parish community 
designed to produce positive educational and social outcomes for our 
children. 
 
St. Simon the Apostle School is a Catholic Parish School, and by this, we 
aim for all families to grow in the parish community and to experience the 
guidance and joy of the Catholic Faith.  Once again it is essential that growth 
in faith is a team effort of the school, the family and the Parish community. 
 
I would like to welcome all parents into a long and happy relationship with 
St. Simon the Apostle Primary School and Parish Community. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Tom Wursthorn  
Principal 
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Vision Statement 

 

JESUS IS THE HEART OF A CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 

 

St Simon the Apostle School, as part of the Catholic Parish 

Community we follow the teachings of Jesus and strive to be a 

community of faith, sustained by the word of God and the 

Sacraments of the Church:  a meeting place with Christ in 

communion with the people. 

The school aims to provide an environment where all members 

feel happy, secure and part of a loving, caring community. 

Positive attitudes towards learning are encouraged through an 

inquiry based curriculum which fosters the development of faith, 

gospel values and the attainment of skills and knowledge which 

equip children for a lifetime of learning.
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St Simon the Apostle School  
We believe St Simon’s offers the families and children in our care: 

● A warm, friendly and welcoming environment 

● Encouragement and opportunity for parental involvement and participation in the Religious and Academic 
Education of their children 

● Sensitivity to the talents and needs of the individual child 

● A dedicated professional staff, committed to offering a combination of integrated curriculum and best teaching 
practice. 

 

St Simon’s staff aim to: 

● Give positive reinforcement 

● Stress positive behavior in individuals 

● Foster self discipline and empower children to make appropriate choices 

● Promote self esteem and help children develop a sense of self-worth 

● Encourage sharing, tolerance and compassion among all children 

● Build a climate of trust and mutual respect 

● Develop a warm productive teacher/pupil relationship 

● Display sensitivity to the home environment and the ways in which it changes. 

St Simon the Apostle follows the Victorian Curriculum and the Horizons of Hope “Religious 
Education Framework” with Religious Education at our core. 

The Victorian Curriculum includes both knowledge and skills, these are defined by learning areas and capabilities.  The 
capabilities are a discrete set of knowledge and skills that are taught explicitly in 
and through the learning areas. 

Learning Areas 

● The Arts (Music and Visual Arts) 

● English 

● Health and Physical Education 

● The Humanities (Civics and Citizenship, Economics and Business, 
Geography and History) 

● Languages (Japanese) 

● Mathematics 

● Science 

● Technologies (Design and Technologies and Digital Technologies) 

Capabilities 

● Critical and Creative Thinking, Ethical, Intercultural, Personal and Social capabilities  

Specialist subject areas offered at St. Simon’s   

● Music, Visual Arts, Japanese, Physical Education and STEM  

● The Religious Education Curriculum Framework has five areas of Learning 

● Scripture and Jesus 

● Church and Community 

● God, Religion and Life 

● Prayer, Liturgy and Sacrament 

● Morality and Justice 
 

Our Religious Education Framework is the core of all our learning and is embedded in our Inquiry Based Learning. 
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Curriculum 
 

Religious Education 
 

As a Catholic school, we aim to effectively support our student’s spiritual development, 
acknowledging and celebrating the Spirit at work, inviting relationship with God and a Christ-like 
stance towards others. It is at the same time a disciplined process of ‘faith seeking understanding’, 
where the questions of God, beliefs and life are articulated and explored within the Catholic 
Tradition to develop students’ faith lives and stimulate a search for meaning and truth. We invite 
students to appreciate the value of Catholic faith and to respect the other faiths and worldviews 
that permeate Australia’s diverse society. This is encouraged and developed through the many 
opportunities of reflection, prayer and celebration of liturgy. We acknowledge that the family is the 
first place where faith can be nurtured and strive to work in partnership with parents/carers and our 
parish. 

As educators we encourage our students to reach their full potential as 
active members of the faith community, through participation in prayer, 
liturgy, sacraments, social justice and service to others. 

At St Simon’s we are committed to following the example of Jesus and 
living out the good news that Jesus proclaimed. We do this in our day 
to day lives and by being committed to social justice. Catholic Social 
Justice teachings are often expressed in formal teaching documents 
of the Church such as Papal Encyclicals, and in the pastoral letters of 
local Bishops. As a school community, we then live out these 
messages in practical ways. 
 
At St Simon’s the Apostle School, as a community, our staff, students 
and parents are engaged in a variety of outreach and social justice initiatives each year. Here at 
St Simon’s the Apostle the Sacramental Preparation Program is a Parish based program and 
parental involvement is essential.  

Information on Sacramental preparation is available through the School Office.  

Together Parents, teaching staff and Parish staff work together as a team to assist the 

development and faith journey of our students.  

English 
 

Our Vision for English 

 
At St Simon’s the teaching of English is central to the development of all 
students as we aim to foster a lifelong love of learning. Through the study 
of English, we help our students to become informed, confident 
communicators as they learn to analyse, formulate and convey ideas and 
to gain meaning from the world around them. 
 
 
 
 

The Victorian Curriculum  
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At St Simon’s, we are guided by the Victorian Curriculum framework. The teaching of English is 
organised into three strands; Language, Literature and Literacy. The Language strand develops 
student knowledge of the English language and how it works (e.g. sentence structure, spelling, 
creating coherent text). The strand of Literature engages students in the study of literary texts, 
where they learn how ideas and points of view are shaped by social and  cultural contexts. In the 
strand of Literacy, students create a variety of spoken, written and digital texts in order to persuade, 
inform and entertain for a specified audience.  
We measure the learning in these strands through the modes of  Reading and Viewing, Writing 
and Listening and Speaking.   
 

At Simon’s we strive to achieve the following in the teaching and learning of 
English at our school:  
 

Curriculum design 

 
At St Simon’s: 

 

● students are given opportunities to engage meaningfully with the English curriculum at a 
level which best suits their learning.  

 

 Teaching and Learning, student interaction 

 
At St Simon’s: 
 
● students engage enthusiastically in a variety of different learning experiences in English 
 
● student voice is present in the learning and easily heard in a safe inclusive learning environment 
 
● student learning takes place individually, with a partner, in small groups or as a whole class 
 
● students evaluate their own learning and are encouraged to develop a growth mindset when they 

encounter difficulties 
 
● the teaching of English is delivered by staff who use contemporary evidence based teaching 

practices which is updated regularly. 

 
Assessment 
 
At St Simon’s: 
 
● assessment is timely, purposeful, effective and clearly defined  
 
● self assessment, peer and group assessment is used in order to develop an individual’s ability to 

self reflect  
 
● student growth is measured regularly as the students demonstrate growth along the continuum of 

learning in English, from Prep to Grade 6. 
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Parents and Community 

 
At St Simon’s: 
 
● parents are seen as positive partners in learning 

 

● Parent Helper Programs enable parents to assist in classes  
 

● parents are encouraged to regularly read to and with their children in order to help further  
             develop a love of reading. 

 

● Our Story Dogs program is another way of allowing students to access the curriculum. Selected 
students spend time reading with our visiting dogs to develop confidence and fluency as a reader 

  
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Learning outcomes and measures 

 
At St Simon’s: 
 
● each learning experience will have a specified learning intention with senior students being able to 

articulate when they have been successful in their learning 
 
● students are encouraged to think critically and to ask questions which will enable them to inquire 

meaningfully into their learning. 
  

Mathematics 
 

Our vision for Mathematics:  
At St Simon’s we believe that it is essential to equip our students with mathematical knowledge, 
understanding, skills and a positive attitude.  We will empower them to become confident, 
competent and critical thinkers, enabling them to make connections in a world as yet unknown to 
them. 
 

 

At Simon’s we strive to achieve the following in the teaching and learning of Mathematics 
at our school:  
 



St Simon the Apostle School  Information Booklet Prep 2023 

Page 9 

 

Curriculum design 
 

We see: 
▪ a curriculum where students are engaged in authentic rich tasks that are achievable 

and challenging for all 
▪ sequential curriculum where a progression of concepts and understandings are 

developed from Prep to 6. 
 
Teaching and Learning, student interaction 
 

We see:  
▪ students that are confident and engaged seeing themselves as mathematicians in 

a positive learning environment 
▪ students having the opportunity to self reflect and develop individual 

understandings 
▪ a Mathematics Leader/Mentor/tutor to support students and teachers in the 

classroom setting  
▪ open ended activities that cater for collaborative group work and peer learning  
▪ the School Mathematics Leader supporting and working with students in small 

focus groups. Both extension and intervention maths groups.  
 
 
Assessment 
 

We see: 
▪ a variety of assessment forms that cater for all individual 
▪ learning styles 
▪ assessment as purposeful, effective and clearly defined 
▪ self, peer and group assessment 
▪ tracking tools that will inform teachers of students individual progress from Prep to 

6. 
 
Parents and Community 
 

We see: 
▪ parents as positive partners in learning 
▪ parents who are well informed about how mathematics is taught in today’s world 
▪ parents and the wider community as an essential resource for making mathematics 

real and relevant. 
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Learning outcomes and measures 
 

We see: 
▪ all ability groups catered for through comprehensive testing (pre and post testing), 

the PAT Maths test and the use of Naplan results 
▪ students are focused, hands on activities which engage and excite them 
▪ explicit and achievable expectations articulated by staff and students. 

 
The Victorian Curriculum  
 
We are guided by the Victorian Curriculum framework and address the three Mathematical 
strands and the four proficiencies as outlined in the Mathematical curriculum.  
 

▪ Number and Algebra          
▪ Measurement and Geometry 

▪ Statistics and Probability  
 
The four proficiencies: 
 

▪ Understanding  
▪ Fluency  
▪ Problem Solving  
▪ Reasoning  
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Arts 
 

The Arts Program at St Simon’s consists of the following areas: 

● Drama 

● Media 

● Music 

● Visual Arts 

The children experience The Arts through creating and making, exploring and responding.  
Students learn to take risks, be engaged in art criticism, invention, practice and refine 
techniques and share opinions. 

 
Each area of the Arts is incorporated within an integrated curriculum, as well as the school 
having a specialist Music and Visual Art teacher on our teaching staff. 

 

Information & Communications Technology 
      . 

ICT, incorporating access to internet, G-Suite and network facilities, are all currently used across 
all grade levels. The learning strategies and skills introduced in the junior levels are continued and 
extended into middle and senior levels using additional resources that enable more complex and 
sophisticated projects.  

Utilisation of ICT provides: 

● Wider opportunities of learning and teaching experiences 
● The ability to access, integrate and present information from a global source 
● Opportunities for problem solving and enhancing creativity 
● Learning opportunities that respond to individual student needs 
● Fun learning and teaching projects, for the individual student as well as group challenges. 
 
ICT equipment is used as a tool throughout the curriculum 

● Interactive whiteboards  
● Windows computers with SSD drives for efficiency 
● iPads and Chrome books 
● Coding in STEM 
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Health and Physical Education 
 
The principle of our program aims to develop 
in children an enthusiasm for physical 
activity while maintaining and encouraging 
enthusiasm.  

The program is divided into the following 
components: fitness, dance, games and 
sports, swimming and water safety, outdoor 
adventure, athletics and ball skills. 

The children experience a balance of 
enjoyable hard work and play; cooperation 
and competition; individual and group 
involvement; relaxation and adventure. 

 

Outdoor Education/Camp Program 
St Simon’s Outdoor Education Program provides a range 
of school and outside school based experiences for 
students from Prep to year 6. The Outdoor Program 
provides all students with experiences that strengthen 
social development, independence as well as developing 
leadership & outdoor skills. Our aim is to provide the best 
camp experience for all students to go home feeling 
confident in themselves with what they have achieved on 
camp.  

Each camp (even those held during the day on school 
grounds) are a great way of building respect and rapport. 
The opportunities these camps provide assist in 
preparing the students for the real world, increasing 

confidence and challenging them to participate and give their very best. The students develop an 
understanding of how to participate safely in the outdoors, an awareness of the environmental 
issues associated with outdoor environments, they experience a basic introduction into various 
outdoor pursuits and learn to understand and appreciate the relationship between people and 
outdoor environments. 

Our camp and outdoor education program is delivered through the follow experiences: 
● Prep-Year 2: School based days where the teachers design a full day of camp activities to 

engage the students in new environments or challenge students to develop deeper 
knowledge in the outdoors. 

● Year 3 students attend an all day excursion. 
● Year 4 students have a 2 day and 1 night experience 
● Year 5 students attend a three day and two night experience that involves a variety of 

activities that explore new challenges. 
● Year 6 students attend a four day and three night camp that seeks to build resilience and 

give meaningful experiences where teamwork and strong interpersonal skills are put to the 
test with lots of engaging outdoor activities. 

 

Library and Resource Centre 
 

Picture Fiction, Fiction and Nonfiction books form the basis of our collection.  These areas are 
being renewed continually in order to meet the needs of our ever changing school population. The 
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Teacher Resources also form an integral part of our collection.  These resources support staff as 
they design relevant, contextual curriculum with stimulating delivery methods. Up to date materials 
are purchased in every subject area to support our programs. The children have access on a 
regular basis to lessons, borrowing and for research opportunities. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning Diversity 
 

‘Learning diversity’ refers to the infinite variety of life experiences and attributes a child brings to 
their formal learning at school’ (Horizons of Hope, 2017). At St Simon’s we have built an inclusive 
culture in which we embrace and support the inclusion and equity of all students with diverse 
learning needs in our school community. These diverse needs may include specific learning 
challenges, physical disability, gifted and talented students, new arrivals or ongoing illness or 
allergy.  

As part of our ongoing commitment to our students and families at St Simons, 
we have a Learning Diversity Leader who facilitates our Learning Diversity 
Service. This service provides support to these students, along with families 
and teachers, to ensure active engagement and enriching learning experiences 
for all students. This may involve initiating referral processes, assisting teachers 
to develop and implement individual learning programs for students, assisting 
with policy development and facilitating professional development for staff.  

The Learning Diversity Service will also liaise with specialists including Speech 
Pathologists, Psychologists, Occupational Therapists and Counsellors. The 
Learning Diversity Service ensures the effective use of resources, strategies 
and programs to cater for the needs, uniqueness and dignity of all students. 
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Student Wellbeing 
 

St Simon’s fosters the overall development of all students through provision of appropriate support 
that will facilitate growth and development in knowledge and skills. 
St Simon’s approach to student wellbeing emphasises the uniqueness and individual worth of 
each student.  At St Simon’s we address the academic, social, spiritual, behavioural, emotional 
and physical needs of students through processes and programs that are proactive and inclusive.  

St Simon’s Student Wellbeing Leader collaborates with teachers, parents and professionals to 
provide appropriate support for all students at our school as outlined below. 
 
We are proudly partnered with The Resilience 
Project to assist in building awareness and lifelong 
strategies to support students develop resilience and 
positive mental health strategies. 
 
2023 St Simon’s will be implementing a whole-
school approach called Positive Behaviour for 
Learning (PBL).  This evidence-based approach 
aims to set students up for success by having clear 
expectations of acceptable and positive behaviour 
through specific lessons and visual reminders 
throughout the school. 

 
Personal Development  
 

Utilizing various programs and resources we aim to lead the children to: 
 

● assist them in developing attitudes and values that will enable them to enjoy inner security 
and to relate comfortably with other persons.  

● be at peace with themselves. 
● be positive members of society. 
● be resilient 
● know themselves – strengths/challenges. 

 

To achieve this the children will be given the opportunity to: 
 

● develop skills needed for engaging in relationships, making decisions and taking action in 
everyday life within society. 

● deal with disappointments and acknowledge that someone may have more skills in an area.  
● learn knowledge useful in everyday life. 
● understand and value themselves, others and the 

environment. 
 

The various programs include: 
● Anti-Bullying Programs 
● Assertive Discipline Program 
● Buddy Program 
● Circle Time 
● Counselling Services 
● Cross Country – Grade 3 to 6 
● Environmental Group  
● A variety of clubs 
● Health Education 
● Interschool Sports – Year 5 & 6 – District & Zone 

Level 
● Leadership Program 
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● Outdoor Ed Program – Year 5 & 6 
● Resilience Building 
● School Sports Day 
● SEL – Social/Emotional Literacy 
● Student Action Team Leaders – Year 6 
● Student Representative Council – Year 1 to 6 
● Swimming – Water Safety 

 

Excursions/Incursions 
 

● Designed to enhance learning outcomes through a variety of experiences, e.g. visit to the 
zoo, puppet show held at the school. 

 

Seasons for Growth: Prep - Grade 6 
 

● A program supporting children experiencing grief or loss in their lives.  The program runs 
over a ten-week period on a weekly basis, usually commencing mid-year. The program 
operates under the direction of our Student Wellbeing leader who has undertaken the 
compulsory training available through Good Grief Ltd. 

Homework 
 
We believe the best homework of all to be family living – talking, listening, playing and sharing 
interests.  The value of small things like mealtimes, children helping adults around the home, going 
for walks and talking about the world around us cannot be underestimated in their value towards 
educating children. 
 
Homework tasks are an extension of the classroom with increasingly more ownership for tasks 
being given to the individual child. Homework is to reinforce skills and concepts taught, develop 
responsibility for learning and foster organizational skills. Parents are required to take a reasonable 
interest in home/school tasks and are asked to make adjustments to it in regards to other family 
commitments. An email, a note on paper or in the diary is very helpful in informing classroom 
teachers as to how children are coping with homework tasks. 

YEAR LEVEL EXPECTATIONS 

Prep & Year 1 Reading, Spelling, Sight words and Numeracy 
tasks. 

Year 2 Reading/Words/Spelling/Religious Education. 

Home tasks, e.g. collecting, gathering information. 

Year 3 and 4 Reading/Spelling/Tables/Religious Education. 
A small amount of graduated tasks related to 
literacy/numeracy/topic. 

 

Year 5 and 6 Reading/Spelling/Tables/Religious Education. 
Activities are related to literacy/numeracy/topic that 
are a continuation of classroom work. 

Enrolment Policy 
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The Enrolment Policy at St Simon’s Parish Primary School is based on the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
Enrolment Policy for Catholic Schools. 

All Catholic children living within the Parish of St Simon’s, Rowville will be considered with priority. 

Directorate of School Education School Entry Age Policy - All children must reach the school entry age of 5 
years by 30th April. 

Exceptions to this Policy need to be addressed to the Principal in consultation with the Parish Priest. 

School Finance - School Fees 

Catholic Primary Schools are conducted like any other non-profit organisation.  We aim to provide the best 
possible education in a Catholic environment at a cost affordable to all families. 

In formulating budgets we are given a formula which is used to calculate the level of Government funding 
we can expect. 

Based on the enrolment of the school and staffing levels we can then determine the cost - both Recurrent 
and Capital - of operating the School per year. 

As the Government funding does not totally cover the operating costs of a school, we must charge school 
fees, in order to balance the school budget. 

In summary, Government funding which accounts for approximately 80% of school income is a guaranteed 
amount.  The 20% collectable in school fees is critical in balancing the budget and as such we are dependent 
on ALL families honouring their commitment. 

We believe this to be a matter of justice to all families that any fees and charges are payable by all when 
they fall due. 

 

 

 

 

Educational Costs 2022 

2023 Fee structure released at the end of 2022 
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Tuition Fees  

Accounts will be issued once per year. Fees for 2022 will be $1880.00 per family. (May be paid in three 
instalments of $630.00 in Term 1, $630.00 in Term 2 and $620.00 in Term 3). 

These fees are used for 

● Capital repayments 
● Recurrent payments of all utilities, e.g. heating, air conditioning, cleaning, maintenance. 

School Levies 2022 

These are used for: 

● Day to day school running costs, e.g. postage, school stationery, fee statements, etc. 
● Resources for classroom use in various curricular areas e.g. Religious Education, Literacy and 

Numeracy, 
● Information Technology, Physical Education Equipment, Library Materials, etc. 
● Excursions 
● Mathletics (Online Interactive Maths Resources 
● Wuskha (Online Reading Resource) 
● Photocopying/paper costs for class materials, etc...... 

Levy Charges 

Prep to Year 6      $360.00 per child   

Other Charges 
Swimming Program Prep to Year 4  $120.00 per child 
Outdoor Ed Program Year 5 to 6  $60.00 per child 
 
9 lessons of 1/2 hour plus pool entrance fees, swimming instructor fees and transport costs. 
Invoices will be distributed at the beginning of the year. 
 
May be paid in full prior to commencement of Swimming Program. 

 
Sports Fee  Prep to Year 4    $10 per child 
   Year 5     $30 per child    
   Year 6     $40 per child 
  
School Camp  Year 6 Camp    $550 

Year 5 Camp    $360 
Year 4 Camp    $220 

 Year 3 Camp    $75 

Preferred payment of school fees either by direct debit (bank transfer or credit card). Eftpos facilities 
are available at the school office. 

 
  

   

ALL CAMP MONEY MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO CHILDREN DEPARTING FOR CAMP 

St Simon’s Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) 

The program provides supervised care for primary aged children both before and after school attending St 
Simon’s School and is operated by the above group on the school premises. 

Hours of Operation: Before Care: 7.15am to 8.30am Monday to Friday 

After Care: 3.15pm to 6.00pm Monday to Friday 
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Pupil Free Days Care: 8.00 am to 6.00pm 

Venue:  St Simon’s School 

Contact: Phone Director on 9763 0136 or 
via email:shayan-a@zubees.com.au  
 

Due to restrictions on the number of children enrolled, a waiting list may exist at times therefore it is advisable 
to register your interest immediately.  Please note the OSHC Program operates independently of the school 
but uses school premises.  Application Forms may be obtained by contacting staff on the above telephone 
numbers or at the school office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enrolment Process 

 

March-June ▪ Complete Application Folder 
 
▪ Apply for Immunisation Record. 
 

▪ Return the completed folder to the school office. 
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CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATION FOR PREP 2023 

FRIDAY 17th JUNE, 2022 

 
 
July/August 
 

 

 
▪ As part of our process of welcoming families to our 

community, families enrolling for the first time at St Simon’s 
are invited to attend an interview. 

 
▪ Dates and times to be advised. 
 
▪ All applications will be confirmed in writing. 

 

November 
 

 

 

December 

 

 
 
 

 
▪ Booklists for 2023 will be mailed out. 
 
▪ Prep Information Night 

 
 

▪ Prep Transition and Orientation Sessions: Dates to TBA 

 
▪ Parents are invited to stay and enjoy a cuppa during this time.  

 

 
 

 


