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As partners in Faith and Education, we can empower students to embrace 
learning to shape their tomorrow 

 

 
As we act to slow the spread of coronavirus, the message to students and parents is clear: all 

children who can learn at home must learn from home – with exceptions only in 
extremely limited circumstances. 

Victorian State Government, 7th April 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 
Anzac Day 2020 

As we continue to respond and adapt the way we learn, work, worship and 
connect with one another, this year’s commemoration of Anzac Day was like 
no other.  Hundreds of thousands, if not millions of people, across the nation 
rose in the early hours of last Saturday morning to stand in their driveway or 
street in solidarity to commemorate Anzac Day.   
 

For my family this different way of engaging with the Anzac story, was a 
wonderful learning experience for our two eldest primary aged children. In that 
moment of standing in the cold, darkened surroundings of the driveway, our 
children had an experience that highlighted what the meaning of sacrifice and 
selflessness looks like. They were able to witness the shared following and 
belief in the Anzac Spirit by the numbers of people in our street gathering 
around a candle or hearing the gentle distant hum in the morning air of 
someone playing the Last Post from their driveway.  As the year 2020 continues 
to roll forward as a year “disruption”, I hope to continue to have an openness in 
my thinking that draws the positive out of inconvenience that the COVID-19 
restrictions place on us. I know that this year’s Anzac Day experience for our 
family would have been different otherwise. 

 

 
My brother, Matthew Wursthorn, playing the Last Post from the driveway Click here 

Remote Learning this week 

This week we continue our remote learning program with the introduction of video meeting sessions with teachers and 
students using Google Meet.  
Over the course of the weekend a communication was distributed to all school families via Caremonkey, explaining the 
protocols and guidelines put in place for this next step in home-school connection for learning.  Thank you for your 
prompt response with this communication which will allow the school to proceed forward with using Google Meet with 
students. 
Please ensure you are familiar with the rules and etiquette for using Google Meet with teachers and students.  Gathering 
in numbers in an online meeting as adults can be a challenging way to communicate: when we do this with children 
there is another layer of complexity that is able to be navigated if rules and protocols are followed.  Thank you for your 
continued support in this area. 
 

Thank you to parents for your continued support of the remote learning programs.  We know that this time requires lots 
of disruption and sacrifice from all people involved.  Please remember to read, view or listen to the instructions that 
teachers post with remote learning tasks. Our teachers are spending time to make sure  
that the engagement of remote learning is as easy and straightforward as possible. We know that there will be technical 
bumps along the way, however the school will try and minimise these by providing clear step by step instructions. 
 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gI3wu-FzbeHUurngjcoz_cH7DimL2deh/view


 
A reminder that families need to follow the processes that each year level has put in place to register school attendance 
for remote learning.  Please make yourself familiar with the process that is relevant for your child\ren. If your child is 
unable to engage in remote learning on a given day please send a message to the classroom teacher and this will be 
noted. 
 

Newsletter Feature Sections 

Please make sure you check out some of the regular feature sections of our school newsletter, CONTACT.  There is a 
lot of helpful and relevant information related to student wellbeing, parenting, parish news, religious education as well 
as the Spotlight\Showcase section for remote learning.   
This week our prep students are sharing how they are engaging with remote learning through reading. 
 

Finally, you may have noticed that the newsletter has been distributed earlier in the week on a Tuesday.  In this current 
climate the information and communication that needs to be shared with our school community is generally better 
received when it is at the beginning of week.  I hope that the information we share with you in the newsletter helps you 
keep informed and connected with the school, and more broadly with the parish.  I welcome your feedback about school 
communication and its timeliness at this time and beyond times of crisis restrictions. 
 

I hope that the week ahead provides joy and insight for you and your family. 

 
 

God bless 
 

 
Tom Wursthorn  
Principal 

 

The impact of the COVID-19 restrictions are having a massive influence on the economy and job security.  Any 
school family who is experiencing financial hardship and needs assistance with school fees obligations is 
encouraged to contact me via email (principal@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au) to discuss how we can help at this 
time 

 
 
 
BIRTHDAY WISHES 

 
Wishing the following staff and students a very happy birthday. 

 
Ahmet Latifoglu Kaye Greenaway Modie Wesley Emma Tiberi 

Eleni Pouris (2Y) Matthew Carey (5Y) Mia Kruger (5Y) Samuel Alexander (6R) 

Sara Henein (2Y) Kyan Stone (1G) Emily Vardis (Prep B) Joseph Blangiardo (4G) 

Michael Ferraro (Prep R) Monique Krivanek (2B)   

 
 
 
PREP ENROLMENT 2021 CURRENT FAMILIES 
 

Please contact Rita via email ritap@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au to request an Enrolment Form for next year. These can 
be filled out, signed and emailed back to Rita as soon as possible. 
 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB ORDERS 
 

The next issue of Scholastic Book Club is now available via a Virtual Catalogue. The details can be found on the attached 
document. Only LOOP orders will be accepted for this issue, please use LOOP to place your order. Please have your 
order finalised by Tuesday 5th May. 
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A Snapshot of Remote Learning in Prep 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Welcome to our first Snapshot of Remote Learning at St Simon’s. Each week we will 

showcase some of the learning happening at home in each year level.  

This week we have the pleasure of sharing some of our favourite books that our Preps are enjoying 
reading at home with their families at the moment. 

 

 

 

My favourite book is 

Animalia by Graeme Base. I 

love it because of the 

illustrations, finding all the 

animals and the little boy. 

By Sienna 

 

I love the book Be A 

Friend because it has 

lots of action in it. By 

Meera 

Michael’s favourite book 
is Pirates Love 
Underpants because it 
makes him laugh as 
everyone is wearing 
undies, even the 
sharks! 

I love it because Claris likes 

nice dresses and wears pink 

which is my favourite colour. 

By Sophie 

This is a book about 

Eric Cantona who 

played for Manchester 

United. By Lucas 

My favourite 
book is The 
Wonky Donkey 
because it 
reminds me of 
kinder and the 
fun we had with 
my kinder 
friends. By 
Christina  

My favourite book to read is 

Mog the Forgetful Cat, as I 

love cats and I love Mog. She 

is funny and a little bit crazy. 

By Cindy 

 

I love reading with my 

baby sister a book 

called Alice in 

Wonderland and I like it 

when Alice becomes 

big! By Ariana  

 

Monica Rayner (Teaching and Learning Leader) 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

A Snapshot of  

A Snapshot of Remote Learning in Pre p 

  

I love this book 

because it’s really 

funny! By Kaiden  

Ariana’s favourite book 

is also The Wonky 

Donkey because the 

donkey is so charming.  

This is my 

favourite Marvel 

book. By Riaan 

This is my favourite 

book because I love 

colourful Lego blocks. 

By Tyler 

This is my favourite book 
because there's so many 
dinosaurs that you can't 
even count them! By 
Charlotte 

 

I love reading 

Octonauts books. By 

Emily 

My favourite book is Who 

Sank The Boat because 

all of the heavy animals 

didn’t sink it and I don’t 

know how the tiny mouse 

could sink it! By Sienna  

 

I really like this book 

because it's funny 

and when I grow up 

I want to be a Ninja 

Kid too! By Zoe  

 

My favourite book 

is Hairy Maclary 

from Donaldson’s 

Dairy as it is funny. 

By Amaya  

 

Dear Daddy I Love You & 

Dear Mummy I Love You, 

are both my favourite 

bedtime books. By Daniella 

 

My favourite book is 

Harry Potter and I got a 

costume for my birthday 

last week. By Ruben 

 

This is my favourite 

book because I love 

unicorns! By Celine 

 

I like this book because 

it is about fast racing 

cars. By Jayden 

 My favourite 

books are the Mr. 

Men books 

because they are 

so colourful and 

have silly 

characters. I 

enjoy being read 

to by big brother 

Christian. 

Benjamin 

I like this book because it 

is funny. By Matthew  

 
 



 
 

WELLBEING NEWS 
 

Each week, the newsletter will include a range of mindfulness activities from Georgina Manning. Georgina is a 
Counsellor, Educator and Psychotherapist who has had over twenty years of experience working in schools and 
supporting parents and children. The activities included each week have been specifically designed to support the 
wellbeing of students while working remotely. 
 

‘Mindfulness is noticing our thoughts, what our body feels like, what our ears are hearing, what we can see and 
anything else that is around us and happening’ - Georgina Manning.  

 

Mindfulness Practice - Breath Meditation 

 

    Breath Meditation 
-  Listen here   

Get to know your Breathing Spot  
 • Lie down and place your hands on your tummy and feel it move when you 
breathe. You can call this your ‘Breathing Spot’. This is the place on your tummy 
where you can feel your breath move the most. You can notice this 
special    ‘Breathing Spot’ whenever you like.  
 • Now keep your mind on your belly and how it is moving, and what it feels like to 
move your belly. You can either keep your eyes open or closed. Did you notice 
how you were breathing when you did this exercise? 
 • Did you notice if you were breathing in through your nose or mouth? When we 
practice Mindfulness we don’t need to breathe in any ‘right’ way - you can just 
bring your attention to your body and your breath and notice what is happening. 
 • Did you notice your mind wandering off or were you distracted? It’s really 
normal to have thoughts pop into our minds or get distracted. When you notice 
you are thinking about something else or get distracted, you can simply bring your 
focus back to your Breathing Spot. 

Mindfulness Practice - Finger Breathing 

 

 • Hold out your hand and spread your fingers. 
 • Using the pointer finger of your other hand trace along each finger, starting from 
the base of the thumb. 
 • As you rise up each finger take a breath in and then as you go down the other 
side of the finger breath out. 
 • Pause between each in and out breath. 
 • Breathe in through your nose and then out through your mouth. Or you can just 
notice how you are breathing - do whatever feels comfortable 
. • Do this for each hand. Did you know that when we take in 5 deep belly breaths 
that it calms the mind down and also the body down? It slows down the heart rate 
and brings the body back into balance. We can use the finger breathing at any 
time to feel calm or to just take a mindful break.  

Now Use Your Imagination… 

 
• Imagine when you breathe in that you are smelling a beautiful smelling flower. 
• Imagine you are slowly blowing out a candle when you breathe out – slow and steady and not too 
rushed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Nicole O’Sullivan 
Learning Diversity and Student Wellbeing Leader 
  

https://www.peacefulkids.com.au/meditations1.html
https://www.peacefulkids.com.au/meditations1.html
https://www.peacefulkids.com.au/meditations1.html


 
 

       

We’re really excited to have BOOK CLUB running this Term, but it 

will look a little different! It will be a virtual catalogue rather than 

the printed catalogues you’re used to receiving. 

  

To order from this issue go to: 

Scholastic.com.au/Book-Club/virtual-catalogue-1/ 

  

Place your order on LOOP as normal and orders need to be in by:  

Tuesday 5th May 2020 

Only LOOP orders will be accepted for this issue. No cash orders will be able to be 

processed at this stage.  

  

We will receive your order here to our school like normal. Once your order arrives, we 

will contact you to arrange for collection.  

If you have any questions or queries, please contact: 

bookclub.ssrowville@gmail.com 

  

 

  



 
St. Simon the Apostle Parish 

 
Address: 2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 3178                                              Office Hours:  Tue to Fri 10.00am - 3.00pm  
Email: office@stsimonsparish.com.au                                                                   Website: stsimonsparish.com.au 

 

 

                                                                              (03) 9764 4058 

          April 26, 2020 - 3rd Sunday of Easter   

His short hair gave him away. Having just returned from a 12-month “tour of duty” in Vietnam as a National 
Service conscript in the Australian Army, he had resumed his studies at the RMIT in Swanston St, Melbourne. 

He was aware that life would be different for him following his traumatic war experiences in Vietnam,  
but nothing had prepared him for the personal abuse hurled at him as he worked his way through crowds 
 of war protesters towards his place of study. 

Veterans of previous wars in which Australians had been engaged had never experienced abuse  
and vilification from their fellow Australians. He had been serving his country in war - indeed as a conscript - 
at the direction of the duly-elected Federal Government. While there was increasing controversy  
and opposition to Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War, the personalisation of abuse of returning 
veterans illustrated a marked shift in the way some Australians expressed their sentiments towards those 
who carried the responsibility of “keeping Australia safe”.  

From the early seventies until the late eighties, as a result of opposition to Australia’s involvement in 
Vietnam, Anzac Day and its recognition of those who have served in our name had a much lower profile than 
had been the case previously. Then around 1987/88, respect and gratitude once again began to recognise 
the sacrifice and courage which Anzac Day had always sought to honour. 

Yet while we have resurrected Anzac Day over the past three decades, disrespect for those who serve us  
and keep us safe has grown markedly among our community of the public. Just one example is the death  
of a respected surgeon, killed four years ago after a one-punch “king hit” from a 24-year-old man (now in 
prison for ten years) whom he had asked not to smoke in a non-smoking area at Box Hill Hospital.  

For some years we have been reading reports about paramedics being assaulted by the very people they 
have been summoned to assist, of police cars being rammed by lawless thugs, of fire officers being thwarted 
or abused for their efforts to save lives and property. 

And this week, the horrific loss of four police officers in an “incident” where a major component of the 
tragedy appears to be a total lack of respect for them, for public safety, for human decency. 

As we pray in gratitude this weekend for those who have served and saved us in war, perhaps we can expand 
those thanks for all who risk their own lives and safety for the rest of us - sometimes under the threat  
of military hostility, sometimes under the threat of their personal well-being as emergency workers and, as 
we have become all-too-aware recently, as “front line” health workers. 

                       May God bless them all. Lest we forget.   

Fr. Kevin Dillon 

  

 



Parish Notes 

All Scheduled Masses at St. Simon the Apostle Church are SUSPENDED 
Church is now closed until further notice.  Masses can be viewed online www.stsimonsparish.com.au 
  

Soup & Soul >>> Zoom & Soul 
Thursday, May 7th, at 7.30pm. We have zoomed back into the picture despite the shutdown.  It would be  
good to gather together virtually to share our experiences of how COVID 19 has affected our daily living,  
our spiritual journey and reflect on where we see God in this new normality. To join us, please email 
Loretta  
(Pastoral Associate) and we will forward you the details.   

loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au or call the Parish Office. 

  

Combined Catholic Parishes Raffle - New Dates 
Due to the current restrictions imposed by the Victorian Government, we have applied and received 
approval for an extension/postponement of our 2020 Combined Catholic Parishes Raffle to the following 
dates: 

Draw Date:  26 September 2020 at 7.15 pm 
Draw Venue:  2 Taylors Lane, Rowville (St Simon's Church) 
Publication of Winners Date:  30 September 2020 

Parishioners & school families of St Simon’s are requested to return their Raffle Tickets latest by Friday,  
7 August 2020. Thank you all for your support and co-operation. 
  

Cinema or Movie Clubs 
Any parishioner who would like to be involved with a Movie or Cinema Club (this is possible, even within our 
“Lockdown” situation) is invited to contact Fr. Kevin (0421 777 360 or frkd@stsimonsparish.com.au). We will 
need six or more people to form a “club” where a book can be read or a movie viewed, with “members” 
coming together online for a discussion and social catch-up. 
  

Parish Office 
In these challenging times, we ask for your help so we can reduce the risk to you, our vulnerable parishioners, 
our staff and volunteers. If you have any of the symptoms, which may indicate you have coronavirus (COVID-
19), then please do not come in to the Parish Office as you risk transmitting it to others, especially the 
vulnerable. The Office will be attended Mon-Fri. between 10.00am – 3.00pm for those who wish to call or 
drop in the Office.  Please ring the doorbell and someone will let you in, one at a time.   

God Bless, keep safe. 
  

Volunteer Needed  
As you may have seen, the Parish is providing pre-recorded services online through our YouTube 
channel.  This is proving an important way for parishioners to experience a form of Mass.  Now that we have 
finished the Easter services, we will be trying to do this for weekday services from Monday to Friday and for 
the Sunday services. We are seeking volunteers who can help with the video editing of the pre-recordings 
for the weekday Masses to help our Business Manager, Peter Evans, who has been doing all the editing. 
(Peter will continue to do the Sunday Masses as this also has to be prepared for rebroadcast on The Light FM 
radio station.) As Peter is using a Mac running FinalCut Pro, his preference is for someone who has this 
platform at home and has skills with it. If you think you can help, please contact Peter on 9764 4058 or 
peter@stsimonsparish.com.au Thanks! 
  
 
 

http://www.stsimonsparish.com.au/
mailto:loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au
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