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Contact Details 

ADDRESS 
2 Taylors Lane  
Rowville Vic 3178 

PRINCIPAL Mr. Phil Hesse 

PARISH PRIEST Fr. Kevin Dillon 

SCHOOL BOARD CHAIR Mrs. Leonie Gomatos 

TELEPHONE (03) 9755 4222 

EMAIL principal@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 

WEBSITE www.ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 

E NUMBER 1323 

 

 

Minimum Standards Attestation 

I, Phil Hesse attest that St Simon the Apostle is compliant with: 

• All of the requirements for the minimum standards and other requirements for the 

registration of schools as specified in the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (Vic) 

and the Education and Training Reform Regulations 2017 (Vic), except where the school 

has been granted an exemption from any of these requirements by the VRQA 

• Australian Government accountability requirements related to the 2018 school year under 

the Australian Education Act 2013 (Cth) and the Australian Education Regulations 2013 

(Cth)  

24th April 2019 

 

 



ST SIMON THE APOSTLE PRIMARY, ROWVILLE 

 

 
2018 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 3 

 

Our School Vision 

At St. Simon’s our school vision underpins all that we do in our school community. Our 

vision reflects the shared ideals that we strive for in educating children in our Parish 

Primary School. 

Jesus is the Heart of a Christian Community 

St. Simon the Apostle School, as part of the Catholic Parish Community follows the 
teachings of Jesus and strives to be a community of faith, sustained by the word of God 
and the Sacraments of the Church: a meeting place with Christ in communion with the 
people. 
 
The school aims to provide an environment where all members feel happy, secure and 
part of a loving, caring community. 
 
Positive attitudes towards learning are encouraged through an inquiry-based curriculum 
which fosters the development of faith, gospel values and the attainment of skills and 
knowledge which equip children for a lifetime of learning. 
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Principal’s Report 

 
The following report was written by the School Development Committee and Leadership 
Team.  This report allows the school community to be aware of various areas of 
curriculum development. All the areas of the school curriculum have one main objective – 
“to educate our children at St. Simon’s to attain their full potential – academically, 
physically and spiritually”.  
 
This report is presented to parents so that they are aware of what the school has 
presented to their children throughout the school year. The report does not cover all areas 
of the curriculum but does cover the main focus areas.  
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School Education Board Report 

Dear St Simon’s Families, 

Writing this report comes with mixed emotion for me, as l am coming to the conclusion of 
my time here at St Simons, that being 13 years of which l have been a part of this school 
community. 

I have been an active member of the Board for 7 years, 4 of those years as Chairperson. 

Phil Hesse and myself started our journey at the same time, so when Phil finishes he too 
will have been here for 13 years. 

With that in mind, on behalf of the current St Simon’s Board I would like to extend our 
deepest gratitude to Phil for all the tireless hours he has given to this school over the past 
13 years. We have seen so many different things take place and overcome many hurdles 
within that time. I would have to say that no matter what the challenges were, Phil always 
remained loyal, caring & supportive to so many students, parents, board members, staff 
etc. 

We have had some great things take place this year; 

There is currently a large project underway at our school, the construction of the new 
building to be completed by 2019. This was a dream of Phil’s to have this done, sadly it 
won’t be completed prior to him leaving us, but l am sure he will be attending the opening 
of it when it is completed! The Board was involved in numerous discussions of the 
planning of this facility and many of our members had various input.  

As you are probably aware the uniform changes have started to be implemented, and l 
must say after 13 years of brown & yellow, it’s a breath of fresh air to see this change. 
Many thanks to the members of the Board that have made this happen, and to all the 
ladies that volunteer their time in the uniform shop. l am sure this would not have been an 
easy task, getting it all sorted. 

I would also like to thank the Parents Association for another year of fundraising which 
takes hard work and time to get each project up and running. 

Oh yes and to raise the topic of the Carpark, well this would not be a Board report without 
doing so. It seems that the afternoon collection of our children through our ‘Drive Through’ 
has been overhauled. These changes make it much safer for our children to get to their 
waiting parents. There seems to be a good system in place, with staff in visible vests, 
helping direct both the traffic and the children. Thanks to Hedy for putting these plans into 
action. 

Father Dillon joined the Board this year, and it has been wonderful to have him attend our 
meetings. He has brought many years of experience to our Board and we appreciate that 
his time is valuable in so many areas, that he was able to be present with us.  

We are excited to see the Fete on the 17thof November. Some of the Board members 
were recruited to the Fete committee, and Father Dillon has been inspirational in getting 
this organised. We are looking forward to seeing all the hard work come together for the 
Parish and the School. 

I also would like to give a special thank you to Tina Constanzo. Tina has been on the 
Board for many years and she has been Secretary for the past 3 years. Tina has been a 
pleasure to work with and her passion never waivers.  

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all the Board Members over my 
time at St Simons, To the new parents on their journey, l would encourage you to get 
involved in being a part of something like the Board. It is very rewarding and it also 
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somehow makes you more connected with your children’s education, with staff and other 
parents. For me it has been a most rewarding experience, and l feel very grateful for 
having the chance to be heard and a hand in changes over the years and being able to 
bring a parents’ perspective to the board.  

 Leonie Gomatos 

Chairperson 2018 
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Education in Faith 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

 

To ensure that the professional learning culture of the school is strengthened 
 

• That the community of St Simons Primary School will continue to value the 
importance of their Catholic identity  

• That the Catholic identity of St Simon’s Primary School will deepen  

 

Achievements 

Our School theme for 2018 “Hope Beyond the Horizon” is a theme that focuses its attention 

upon what believing and living as Catholics means, what believing and living as Catholics looks 

like. In the light of the Gospel reading about Thomas, the “doubter” we think about the place of 

doubt within Catholic belief, within Catholic faith, within Catholic living. Doubt has its place, in 

fact doubt is necessary if faith is to be more than just blind faith. Faith must question. Faith must 

enquire. Faith must examine. Faith must probe, Faith gives HOPE. 

 

Therefore, in selecting this image we hope we can 

instil in our students the importance of faith and hope 

and the belief we can have in God who accepts all and 

recognises the uniqueness of each person and 

celebrates the gifts of each individual bringing hope to all. 

We trust our students will understand the importance of 

respecting the views and feelings of others and knowing that we can reach out in different 

ways and give hope to many.  

We have continued our work with the Renewed Curriculum Framework, deepening the 
staff’s understanding and knowledge of its place and importance in our student’s learning. 

It is at the core of our Inquiry Based Learning and 
this can be seen through the units of work 
implemented by the teachers. We will endeavour to 
continue to further deepen our understanding of 
the Renewed Curriculum Framework “Horizons of 
Hope”, so to give our students the best possible 
learning opportunities which will equip them with 
the necessary skills enabling them to flourish in our 
ever-growing world. 

 

Our Parish Based Sacramental Program has been very successful once again this year. 
The school worked very closely with the Parish’s Sacramental Coordinator Marialisa 
Mandarino to ensure the teachers are kept fully informed of all Sacramental requirements, 
therefore providing our students with the best support and preparation prior to receiving 
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their sacraments. There will be changes to our Sacramental Program for 2019 which looks 
to be a very exciting time for all of us. Students in Year 3 will have the opportunity to 
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Year 4 students will have the opportunity to 
receive the Sacrament of First Holy Communion and students in Year 6 will have the 
opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. All families have been informed of 
the new changes. We look forward to working closely with Marialisa and Fr Kevin to 
prepare our students for their upcoming sacraments in 2019.  
 

The Year 6 school leaders are continuously broadening 
their understanding and dedication of the Social Justice 
issues that face our growing society. This year they have 
engaged in projects which involved raising funds and the 
collection of foods to create hampers, etc, for families 
who are facing hardships.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our St Simon’s Day was greatly enjoyed by all. We started the day with a beautiful Mass 
led by Fr Kevin and our Year 6 Class. We enlisted a company called ‘Kaboom’ to help 
make the day special and memorable for our students and staff. The students and 
teachers attended a one and a half hour sport activity rotation based on the theme of 
‘Commonwealth Games’. In the afternoon there was an opportunity for parents, families 
and friends to attend and join in with their students. It was such a lovely day where all 
members of our community were actively involved in  our St Simon’s Day.  
  
Hedy Carvalho 
 
Religious Education Leader 
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VALUE ADDED 

Following is a list of curricular and extracurricular activities that have been successful at our 

school in the Education in Faith.   

● Building Catholic Identity  

 ● School Masses  

● Class Liturgies  

● Celebrations of Sacraments: Reconciliation, First Eucharist, Confirmation  

● Sacramental information night for parents  

● St. Simon’s day 

 ● Catholic Education Week  

● Religious Education Program Foundation–Year 6  

● Whole school Social Justice fundraisers  
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Learning & Teaching 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

 

To ensure that there is consistency of practice in the collection and analysis of 
assessment data which is used to inform effective teaching of our students. 
 

• That staff have increased opportunities for professional learning aligned with both 
individual and school needs  

Achievements 

Whole School Teaching and Learning Plan 

The Catholic Education Melbourne, Horizons of Hope framework together with the 
Victorian Curriculum is the structure for all units of work. The Teaching and Learning Plan 
has been documented and includes our Vision, Key Characteristics, Design Principles, 
and specific Goals for Learning across each curriculum area.  

The Big Picture Ideas and through lines explored this year in P-6 included; Health and 
Wellbeing, Australia, and Culture and Technology.   During our first comprehensive unit of 
work there were many opportunities for students to explore that we all have the capacity 
as thinking individuals to make choices. These choices determine the health of body, spirit 
and mind throughout our lives. Our next unit of work with a Historical perspective looks at 
Australia’s identity, one built on isolation, its people – past and present and its diversity. 
Thirdly, our Culture and Technology unit focused on society and how groups and culture 
have evolved and will continue to evolve as science and scientific knowledge shape our 
future.  Our final unit of work each year looks at a specific focus on Advent. Nonetheless, 
Religious Education sits at the core of our inquiry making authentic links throughout 
curriculum study.  

PLTs – Professional Learning Team meetings 

Professional learning teams continue to provide all teaching staff with the opportunity to 
share professional knowledge when assessing and planning the needs of all students.  
This year the PLT cycle has included; Horizons of Hope Framework, Numeracy, Literacy 
and ICT. We have had a strong focus on analysing data, in particular data to guide further 
planning and teaching to enhance student outcomes.   

LitStem Cluster with Nazareth College 

Our school was successful in obtaining a $10,000 grant to participate within a Nazareth 
Cluster of schools. Teachers and students were asked to work collaboratively across 
grades and schools. Students and teachers worked alongside each other as learners 
engaging in STEM related activities through cross curricular sessions and the collection of 
varied data. For example students learnt how to use a heart rate monitor/and take carotid 
pulse manually and digitally and to then compare the two methods for accuracy. Students 
recorded the physiological changes that occur during an exercise period. Students were 
encouraged to independently inquire about an area of the body that change during 
exercise engaging with new vocabulary and concepts. 

Lyn Sharratt - Putting faces on the Data Professional Learning 

This year the Leadership team have been involved in a project facilitated by the Catholic 
Education Melbourne - Eastern Region, in analysing student data.  
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N.S.I.T School Review (National School Improvement Tool)  

Last year St. Simon the Apostle Primary School participated in the NSIT review.  The 

school is reviewed every four years as a part of a school improvement 

cycle established by CEM (Catholic Education Melbourne).                                    

There were two components to the school review.  The first was the 

VRQA, which focused on policies and procedures within the school.  A 

major part of this was to look at our Child Safe Practices.   The second 

part focused on reviewing our teaching and learning practices.  We 

opted to trial an NSIT Review.  This saw an external reviewer come in 

for 3 days and interview groups of teachers, students using the NSIT.  

Both processes provided the school with valuable feedback in 

planning for the future.  We have continued to refer to the review 

findings to guide us in our whole school planning and improvement. 

School Closure Days  

We have had four school closures this year; Simply Maths Professional learning facilitated 
by Bern Long and Ange Rogers, Student Wellbeing - Positive Education, Horizons of 
Hope,  

Parent Helpers Program 

We have continued to offer professional learning for parents related to the development of 
their skills to assist in Literacy and Numeracy sessions and or other classroom activities 
as planned by the Classroom Teachers.   

An added element to the program has been to inform parents about our Child Safety 
Standards.  Legislation now requires any parent helper or volunteer to have an up to date 
working with children check (WWCC) and agree to and sign the schools Code of Conduct.  
New legislation also mandates that all parent helpers and volunteers meet with the school 
Principal for an interview prior to being allowed to work in the classroom or assist in any 
activity where there is direct contact with students. 

Extracurricular activities 

In celebration of our partnership with families and our parish community our school comes 
together at the end of our school year for a Christmas Carol event. Here we showcase the 
musical talents of all students and teachers, under the guidance of our very talented 
music teacher Mrs Laura Nackashian.   

Teaching and Learning Team Leaders: 

Hedy Carvalho, Carmelina Corio, Janine Boer, Maree Fatouros and Phil Hesse. 
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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our NAPLAN result over the past three years has varied across the school. In our 2018 

NAPLAN results for Year 3 and Year 5 there was a substantial gain across all areas of 

writing and spelling compared with like schools. Year 3 students showed greater 

achievement in trend results than did Year 5.  

Both Writing and Spelling was an area of strength for the school particularly in Year 3.  

 Both teachers and learning leaders agree that tracking data over time and using 

assessment results to plan for personalised learning which supports students at their 

point of need are areas for ongoing work. To sustain growth in student achievement the 

school will need to ensure a consistent approach in teaching practice across the school 

and embed those changes which have been made over the period.    
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Digital Technologies Report  

Some of the aspects relating to ICT at St. Simons during 2018 are outlined below: 

● Our web site continues to link our Administration, Teaching Staff and students 

throughout the school week. The web site continues to support links with activities 

that are also published via Skoolbag Mobile Application. 

● Clarisse Enterprises continues to support our school with the implementation of a 

new server in the Third Term, ready to accommodate our expansion with the new 

junior building complex opening in May 2019. Prior to this installation of our new 

server all new underground cabling has been installed based on the schools 

growing needs and purpose. Operation across the school’s network, remains 

smooth and efficient in both administration and student needs. 

● Our focus in ICT with teachers as facilitators of technology continues with digital 

smart boards as a tool for teachers working within the class setting. 

● An additional purchase of thirty Chromebooks ensures these digital devices are 

available for all grades from Prep to Grade 6. 

● Our GoPro Cameras and tripods are always available for action filming on Grade 4,5 

and 6 camps.  

● Both CareMonkey for permission notices and Skoolbag App for urgent messages 

continue to perform well within our community.  

 

● Hapara will be a major focus for our school in the ICT area in 2019. Hapara grants 

comprehensive monitoring of student activity while engaged with online applications 

in the GAFE environment as well as the ability to view emails sent by students 

should this ever be necessary. Leadership can also check all files sent by all 

students should there ever be a need. However, I trust there will never be a need ! 

● The continued engagement of how to remain safe while engaging online is 

prominent within our Cyber Safety Program inclusive of Years P-6. Resources are 

revised at the beginning of each year reinforcing the ongoing, online safety 

message. Teachers remain vigilant when working within a digital environment and 

understand that education for the students in this environment forms an essential 

part of the curriculum. 

● All Year 3-6 children have individual usernames and passwords. This allows access 

to the school network as well as the internet. Attached to their login is an individual 

folder that follows them each year allowing for the collation of their electronic 

resources. The administrator can track login details and activity. For the past two 
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years the added protocol of locked folders for each student allows the added step of 

working and producing work that is secure. At all times teachers have access to 

view each student’s work. 

● Online Parent/Teacher interview booking continued with the SOBS software. 

Parents’ feedback of this process is very positive. This year we have also used 

SOBS software for the booking of special meetings required several times 

throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Our new building project will be embracing digital technologies and will be 

appropriately fitted to take us into a new era here at St Simon the Apostle in 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maree Fatouros 

Digital Technologies Leader 
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Interschool Sports Report 

This year has been an exciting year for Interschool Sports at Simon’s with students some 
students competing at Regional and State levels. It has also been my first year in the role. 
There have been many challenges but through it all I have enjoyed seeing the students 
passionately participate in different sports.  I have felt truly proud and privileged to be 
working closely with the St. Simon’s Athletes.  I would also like to acknowledge Pat Healy 
and Lauren Drill who have assisted me in taking on this new role and the leadership team 
and classroom teachers for their ongoing support. 

District Swimming 

The year began with success at the District Swimming Carnival.  I would like to thank all 
the students, parents and teachers who have supported the schools participation in the 
SSV Swimming in any way, from the early morning training sessions to encouraging all 
students poolside.  The students looked amazing in their new St. Simon’s swimming caps.  
Thank you to Mrs Maree Fatouros and Natasha White in the Uniform shop for assisting in 
the Swimming Cap development. 

St Simon’s participated in the swimming district with other swimmers from years 4-6. We 
came 5th as a School team at District level. All participants should be very proud of their 
efforts, as there was some very strong competition.  

Cross Country 

Term 2 had the whole school competing against each other at the Jells Park track. Each 
student got to have a go at each event, a big congratulations to each student that had a 
go. We had a team of 49 runners compete in the District Cross Country, on the day, with 4 
making it through to Division finals and a further 4 making it to Regionals.  

Girls AFL 

A-Grade Girls AFL team made up from students from years 5 and 6 trained by John 
Boccari and Berry Di Petta played and won the Knox Division Girls Footy.  The Girls 
played on to Regional level where they placed 3rd overall.  An impressive result.  
Congratulations to the students who participated on both days. 

 

District Athletics 

The District Athletics carnival was held at the Knox Athletic Track in August. We sent 80 
competitors for the day based on the results from the school’s athletics day. Some 
individuals did particularly well, with 8 making it through to the Division competition, with 4 
making it from there to the Eastern Regionals.  

Winter and Summer Sports 

Year 6 competed in Winter and Summer sports this year, with the Netball Mixed team 
making it through to Division. Other sports that the students competed in were AFL, 
Soccer, Netball and Volleyball (Winter) and Tennis, Softball, Cricket and Volleyball 
(Summer). Each student that represented St Simon’s displayed great sportsmanship and 
most importantly worked very well as a team.  
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Hoop Time 

Hooptime was run again this year with St Simon’s sending 4 teams through at 3-4 and 5-6 
levels.  The All-star Girls (5/6) Team were runners up on the day.  Both days were 
enthusiastically attended by the students. 

Whole School Athletics 

Our initial date in May was postponed due to impending inclement weather.  I can happily 
say that our new date in late October was a gorgeous day with all students participating in 
their events enthusiastically at the Knox Athletics Track.  Thank you to all staff, parents 
and volunteers for your support on the day. 

Finally, I would like to thank the students that represented St Simon’s wonderfully 
throughout the year. I also need to thank the many parents that cheered, coached, 
umpired and supported, along with the teachers, you have all made it a successful year of 
sport at St Simon the Apostle Primary School. 

Miss Carmelina Corio 

Inter School Sports Leader  
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Prep Report 

Wow! 2018 has been an exciting and busy year for our Foundation students, their families 
and teachers alike. The Foundation teachers welcomed 92 tiny, shy and excited students 
into their new classrooms. Looking at them now, you wouldn’t believe they are the same 
children! 

Term 1 began with a strong focus on transitioning students from Kindergarten to school. 
Children very quickly learned about school life through school routines, classroom and 
social rules, making friends, conflict resolution strategies and positive ways to 
communicate with peers and teachers. The children participated in Numeracy and 
Literacy testing sessions to begin building a personalised profile of each student. While 
parents and teachers participated in parent-teacher chats to enable teachers to learn 
about their students and to begin building the ever important school/home relationship.  

Term 2 saw routines become second nature and friendships formed as Foundation 
students settled into school life. The Foundation area was turned into a camp ground with 
tents, a pretend campfire and chairs set up. Children were treated to a session singing 
songs with an Indigenous Elder from our community. Children learnt about Indigenous dot 
paintings and were given the opportunity to create their very own rocks. They read a story 
about a Koala and then decorated biscuits to look like the Koala in the story. Finally, 
children participated in a scavenger hunt where they spotted bugs, leaves and other 
wonders found in the environment. The term came to a close with children receiving their 
first ever school report. Teachers were given the opportunity to discuss reports and 
student progress with parents at the parent/teacher interviews.   

Term 3 began by celebrating Grandparents Day with a Liturgy, followed by an invitation to 
Grandparents to join in some special activities in their grandchildren’s classroom. A very 
special and well-earned ‘100th Day of School’ celebration was enjoyed by Foundation 
students, their teachers and parent helpers. Children were greeted in the morning by their 
‘100 year old teachers’ and were excited to see all their friends and their marvellous 
costumes. Students participated in a planks activity where they were given 100 seconds 
to create a tower using only 100 planks. This was followed by ten, 100 second exercises 
and a hat making activity that children proudly wore into the Church where Prep Green 
presented their ‘100 Days of School’ Liturgy. If that wasn’t exciting enough, Foundation 
students participated in the annual ‘Book Week’ celebrations. As the theme this year was 
‘Find your treasure’, the Foundation teachers chose a Peter Pan theme while children got 
into the spirit by dressing up as pirates, fairies and other favourite story characters. Many 
parents shared in the fun by attending the parade while children cheered their peers as 
they showed off their costumes.  

Term 4 began full steam ahead with the two-week swimming program, held this year at 
the Paul Sadler Swimming Pool. The school disco was a roaring success with many 
Foundation students dancing the night away with their friends and teachers. Students 
celebrated St Simon’s Day with a Mass and sports activities. The highpoint of the year 
was the Melbourne Zoo excursion. Foundation students were accompanied by their Grade 
Six buddies and teachers and set off to discover all they could about animals and their 
young. If that wasn’t enough excitement, Athletics day was full of fun games and activities 
that allowed students to demonstrate their athletic abilities in front of their peers and 
parents at the Knox Athletics track. Prep Red then presented their ‘All Saints Day’ Liturgy 
while Prep Yellow and Prep Blue presented their Advent Liturgies. Celebrating in true 
Christmas spirit, Prep students were excited to take the stage singing Christmas carols in-
front of the school community. Finally Prep students presented the annual Christmas 
concert, led by Mrs Laura Nackashian to their families. To finish off the term, students met 
with their Grade One teachers on Orientation Day, were given their final reports and sadly 
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farewelled their Grade Six buddies as they move onto Secondary school. After conquering 
their first year of Primary school, the Foundation students move onto Grade One taller, 
smarter and full of confidence. We send them off with all the wishes for a bright future. 

We would like to thank the many individuals that support and guide us to be the best 
teachers we can be; The Leadership Team; Father Kevin Dillon, Mr Phil Hesse, Mrs 
Maree Fatouros, Mrs Hedy Carvalho, Miss Carmelina Corio and Mrs Janine Boer, our 
hardworking office staff, Rita Petracca and Anna Morgan and the Learning Support 
Officers who support us tirelessly in guiding and teaching our Foundation 
students…Thank You!  

Finally we would like to say a big thank you to our Foundation parents who have helped in 
the classroom and worked at home with their children to support their classroom learning. 

 

 

100 Days of School 
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Year 1 Report 

Wow! 2018 has proven to be a very productive year, full of growth and achievement, 

which is evident throughout each and every students’ learning journey this year. Every 

student needs to be congratulated on their persistence, courage and enthusiasm towards 

learning. The Learning Support Staff (LSO) have been tremendous in providing the 

children with extra support and guidance in all areas of learning. We thank our LSOs for 

their wonderful work and the support they provide us throughout the year.  

 

 

 

 

Term 1 was super busy for the Year 1’s. The students were getting to know their new 

teachers and people in their year levels, as well as settling into their Year 1 classes. The 

students celebrated their Camp Day with exciting and fun camp activities. We began with 

an Amazing Race around the school where students completed tasks and challenges in 

groups. We then visited Arcadia Reserve and walked to another park, participating in 

various camp related games. 

 

     

 

 

We were just as productive in Term 2. Our Integrated focus was; Where Do We Come 

From? It gave the students an opportunity to share and explore their family heritage and 

they loved finding out where all their classmates were from on a map of the world. 

Students developed a greater understanding of Australia and some other countries by 

exploring key aspect of the country, such as the geography, native animals, landmarks 

and people and culture. We all had so much fun dressing up and bringing a traditional 

lunch or snack to talk about for our Year 1 Multicultural Day. It was fantastic to have 

parents and grandparents come and talk to the students about growing up in different 

countries. The Year 1 students also explored how God was portrayed in different stories 

and used their own judgement and knowledge to draw and explain what God looks like to 

them. 
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Term 3 was a fruitful term, pun intended. The Year 1’s explored where their food comes 

from and how it gets to their dinner plates during our Paddock to Plate unit. They learned 

where food comes from, how it is grown, how it is processed, and how it ends up on their 

plates at home as a meal. They looked at the journey of a variety of foods including honey, 

eggs, wheat/grains and milk. To really make learning come alive all the Year 1s went to 

Collingwood Children’s Farm to reiterate what they learned in the classroom. The students 

revisited the importance of Baptism and many enthusiastically and reverently participated 

in the Year 1 prayer night. The Year 1s really loved inquiring and experimenting during our 

science incursion by Starting Bright, during National Science week. They learned about 

static electricity and how they can use objects to attract and repel other objects. 

 

 

 

Term 4 finishes off an extremely fulfilling year. The students settled in to their new 

learning spaces. We celebrated St Simon’s Day by attending Mass with Fr. Kevin. The 

students absolutely loved the activities and dancing provided and had fun teaching their 

Year 5 buddies some fun games. The Year 1s thoroughly enjoyed the School Swimming 

Program and School Athletics Day where they were excellent at cheering their teams on. 

The students enjoyed showing how creative and artistic they are during the end of year art 

and craft activities in relation to Advent and Christmas. 

We wish you all the very best for Year 2.  

 

Sharni Spriggs 

Year 1 Leader 
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Year 2 Report 

We kicked off Term 1 eager to learn. We started the year with a theme of ‘Myself as a 
Learner’. This theme helped students get to know each other and classroom rules, 
expectations and routines, while also getting a deeper insight into how they can maximise 
their own learning. Staff got the opportunity to meet parents at the Parent- Teacher 
Interviews. 2 Red and 2 Blue prepared the World Day of Prayer and St Patrick’s Day 
Liturgies before Term 1 finished with Easter, including 2 Yellow leading us in the Palm 
Sunday Liturgy. 

 

The Integrated unit in Term 2 was titled “Am I Australian?”. Students explored different 
waves of migration to Australia and the cultural influences they brought. They also looked 
into the influences on culture throughout their life. Students worked hard to present what 
they had learnt about their culture in a poster and presentation to their classmates. In 
Religion students explored how the Catholic faith came to Australia as well as learnt about 
different types of prayer. 2 Green led the school in the Pentecost Liturgy and we also had 
Poor Man’s Mass on the Feast of the Sacred Heart and Alleluia day.  

 

Term 3 saw the Year 2’s heading to Edendale Farm for an excursion linked to our 
Integrated unit on different environments and ecosystems. Students participated in 4 
activities throughout the day. A Composting activity with a close up look at worms, a short 
walk to the nearby Diamond Creek, a farm tour including feeding goats, sheep and 
chickens, and planting their very own pea plant to take home and look after.  

 

Term 4 started with swimming at a new location. The students navigated this transition 
easily and their behaviour was excellent. Our Year 2 Camp day was closely related to the 
Term 3 topic of environments. Year 2 Camp day saw the students taking a walk to the 
Rowville Lakes to spot some features of a lake environment, then on to the Rowville 
Community Centre Park where we engaged in teamwork and skill based games.   

 

A huge thank you to everyone who has helped Year 2 in some way this year. From all the 
parents who came along to the excursion and camp and helped in the classroom during 
Literacy or Mathematics lessons. The LSO’s have been a constant helpful presence in all 
classes and the students enjoy having them around.  Some lucky students got to 
participate in the Story Dogs program with Samson and Mrs Morgan or Sheldon, Spencer 
and Pam. Lastly, Mrs Carroll and Mrs Hogan were a constant support to the teachers with 
Levelled Literacy Intervention.  

The Year 2 teachers would like to thank the Year 2 students for a great year and 

congratulate them on their achievements.  

Amanda Heidenrijk 

Year 2 Leader 
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Year 3 Report 

What a busy and eventful year the Year 3 students, teachers and parents have had!  

It has been a wonderful year of learning, new experiences, lots of laughter, growing and 
celebrating many milestones along the way.  

Irrefutably the move from Year 2 to Year 3 is a big step as students find themselves in 
their first year of middle school where much is expected of them, behaviourally and 
academically.  

Our students here at St Simon the Apostle are fortunate in the many opportunities 
available to them outside face-to-face teaching. The children participated in many extra 
curricula activities undertaken by the whole school with interest and enthusiasm; such as 
Easter Liturgies, Masses for Special Occasions, Book Character Parade, Mother’s and 
Father’s Day Stalls, School Athletics and various lunchtime clubs, just to mention a few. 

In 2018, Year 3, we began the year with ‘getting to know you’ activities, personally as well 
as academically. We developed classroom rules and established relationships within the 
framework of a happy, safe, learning environment. Our Religious Educatrion topic was 
Reconciliation in preparation for the Sacrament that some of our students were 
celebrating. Making the right choices and how to recover from a poor choice, 
reconciling, was a major focus. Our first term Integrated Studies unit on Australian History 
quickly captured the imaginations of our students. We investigated Early Australian 
Settlers and the lives they led – hardships and all - touching on the world of Convicts and 
the Gold Rush Era. Our excursion became a Camp/Excursion venture instead with our 
students experiencing many of the daily challenges faced by the early Australian settlers. 
They washed clothes by hand in a bucket and hung them up on a make-shift line, made 
puppets from wooden pegs and bought treats from a replica of an 1800’s General Store.  

 

  Standing outside a settlers home.                                We enjoyed a bumpy carriage ride. 

         

Throughout first term the children were exposed to the format of NAPLAN, examining and 
discussing the language and the presentation of questions in previous test samples. The 
busy term ended with the Easter Liturgies and a group of very tired but excited children 
ready for a holiday! 



ST SIMON THE APOSTLE PRIMARY, ROWVILLE 

 

 
2018 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 23 

 

Term 2 began with the whole school celebration of Alleluia Day and then ANZAC Day the 
following week. 

We concluded the NAPLAN testing and ‘spent up big’ on the Mother’s Day Stall before 
celebrating with a Mother’s Day Liturgy. Our School Athletics Day was postponed due to 
unpredictable weather and testing, report writing and Parent & Teacher interviews 
dominated the rest of the term. 

Our Science unit on Plant Life, looked at how these living things grow and change 
throughout their life cycle. Our students learnt how to differentiate between ‘living’ and 

‘non-living’ things, examined parts of a plant using a magnifying glass and discovered how 
to look after plants in general. We were fortunate in acquiring the services of the 
Bunnings Education team who came out and made small planter boxes with our excited 
students and even provided them with three plants to plant. The students proudly took 
these home.  

We started the “Eucharist” topic this third term in preparation for the celebration of this 
Sacrament early in Term 4.  It was important for all the children to understand the various 
parts of the Eucharist and the importance of celebrating the Mass as part of the St Simon 
Parish community. Many eager Year 3 children were getting ready to celebrate their First 
Communion Day and constantly discussed their preparations from special Church 
banners being made to outfits for the big day! 

Our progress into Term 4 was a continuation of the pace set from the start of the year. 
There was so much to look forward to and still some work to complete in the remaining 
weeks of Year 3. The term started with two weeks of intensive swimming lessons at Paul 
Sadler and this was closely followed by the St Simon’s Day celebrations. What a great 
time we all had celebrating our patron saint’s feast day with a Commonwealth games 
session facilitated by Kaboom Kids Sports. Our long awaited School Athletics Day finally 
arrived and we all had a great, fun-filled, relaxing day, thanks to the many parent helpers 
who volunteered their time and services. Our Religious Education theme, “Discipleship in 
our Community and Parish”, developed beautifully as did the Health & Well-being unit on 
“Growth Mindset & Resilience”. We had an insightful visit from the Life Education Van and 
met “Healthy Harold” the giraffe. To further reinforce the importance of healthy minds, 
“Dreamer Puppet Plays” visited our year level and demonstrated how to develop 
resilience when faced with challenges.  

Throughout the school year all areas of Literacy were covered - Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Listening - in as many areas of the curriculum as possible. Reading of 
novels and interest books was encouraged and wherever possible computers, chrome 
books and i-pads were utilised. Presentation of work and projects was an integral part of 
the oral language program and the development of the children’s confidence was clearly 
visible over the year. It was evident in the puppet shows and plays the students created, 
practised and performed in late third and early fourth terms.  It was amazing to watch 
those who were so shy and timid come out of their shell, contribute to a script and perform 
in front of their peers. Another challenge faced by the Year 3 students was Handwriting, 
joining letters. They prepared for most of the year and some are still trying to master the 
skill.  

As has been the practice here at St Simon’s, our approach to Numeracy is from a “hands-
on” perspective, and providing the children with opportunities to work with materials and 
concrete aids, thus deepening their understanding of the concepts taught. Learning 
through investigation, problem solving, challenging mathematical play with guidance and 
prompting from the teacher was valuable and memorable to our students this year. They 
were constantly encouraged to solve mathematical problems in a number of different 
ways and to explain their methods orally and through demonstration. An enriching 
mathematical, as well as, language experience. 
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All in all, Year 3 in 2018, was a very busy, productive, enjoyable year!   

 

Grace Whelan 

Year 3 Leader                
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Year 4 Report 

Our 2017 Grade Three cohort of students entered Grade Four at the beginning of Term 
One, excited and eager to learn. The main focus for the term was developing a positive 
classroom community.  We opened our Religion unit by looking at the Dignity of the 
Human Person. Our students were enthusiastic about the ways in which we can treat 
everyone with equality and respect. We continued looking at various topics, with a large 
focus on learning about how Christians grow closer to God through prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving.  As a stepping stone towards senior school, Year 4 is the first year that the 
students will become the ‘senior’ buddy within the Buddy Program. This year, students 
were able to become a mentor for their grade two or three buddies, depending on their 
class. Mrs Natalie Papaioannou and 4 Yellow’s Good Friday Liturgy was also a success at 
the conclusion of the term. 

In Term Two, the learning focus for Integrated Studies was Culture and Social Justice.  
The Grade 4 students were given the chance to investigate a country as a group, focusing 
on the culture of that country, including food, dress and traditions. They also looked at 
social justice issues within this country and ways we may be able to help. We were very 
excited to go on an excursion to The Melbourne Museum and The Melbourne IMAX to 
investigate and learn more about our Integrated Unit.   

 

    

This Term, both 4 Green and 4 Red had their whole school liturgies.  4 Green’s Most Holy 
Trinity Liturgy was a reverent and respectful way to celebrate the Holy Trinity and involved 
a visit from Father Kevin to the class to further understand this sacred topic. 4 Red’s 
Liturgy on the Ascension of the Lord was a lovely way to celebrate the day Jesus rose into 
Heaven after His resurrection. It was a credit to Mr Ryan Bruce and 4R. The Grade Four’s 
and St Simon’s also said goodbye to Mr Andrew Miller at the end of the term. 

In Term Three, our whole school focus was Sustainability. The Grade Four’s learnt about 
making our world a cleaner, more sustainable place through our Integrated Unit ‘Living in 
Harmony’. Students explored different types of pollution and the effects these have on our 
environment. They then worked in teams to create an iMovie that would inform us about 
one of the topics, accompanied by a resource that would help to reduce the impact and 
ultimately make our world a better place.  This project also helped the students to further 
develop their research, teamwork and communication skills. In Religion this term, a large 
focus was Parables. Students enjoyed learning about the different Parables in the Bible, 
and discussing the messages and moral within these and how they might relate to us 
today. We also explored the Sacrament of Confirmation; this included looking at the 
symbols and what happens during the Sacrament, as well as understanding why it is an 
important part of our Journey and in enhancing our relationship with God.      
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Term Four, our eagerly anticipated term, is the term the Year 4s have their first off-base 
overnight camp! The Don Bosco Camp at Dromana was a great experience for both the 
students and the teachers.  The students participated in many outdoor and team building 
activities both at the Campgrounds and at Safety Beach. Our most popular activities were 
Gaga Ball, the Sand Sculpture Competition and of course, our Talent Show, where most 
of the Grade Four Students (and teachers!) were able to take part in an act in some way. 
Congratulations to our winners in all activities. Overall, our Grade Four students seemed 
to have a positive and exciting camp experience. They were able to focus on being 
responsible and work on their teamwork and problem solving skills. It was a success and 
an adventure for all involved. 

 

 

Within the term, the Grade 4s have been learning about different aspects of our health 
including physical, emotional and social, with spiritual discussed in our Religion unit on 
Prayer. The Integrated unit ‘Healthy Minds, Healthy Bodies, Healthy Spirits’ is a way for 
students to learn more about how they can live healthier and happier lives.  The 
remainder of Term Four focuses on Advent in our combined Integrated/Religion unit 
‘Christmas around the World’. Four Blue and Miss Pav Sidhu will also be consolidating our 
understanding of the importance of Advent, in their Liturgy on Advent Week Four, which 
focuses on Love. It has been a busy but fun-filled term for both teachers and students. 

The Year 4 teachers would like to congratulate the Year 4s on a very successful year of 
learning. They have provided us with endless fun, new ideas and a positive spirit to 
learning. We wish them all the best in their endeavours in Year 5. 

 

Taylor Phelan 

Year 4 Leader 
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Year 5 Report 

Term One  

Term One presented the students with opportunities to get to know each other, their 
teachers and their Year 1 buddies. The students quickly became familiar with their 
expectations and roles, now being part of the senior school. The Integrated Unit, focussed 
on ‘Change’ being an inevitable part of life. The students explored friendships and 
managing feelings. The Grade 5 students were also given the opportunity to participate in 
a Sports Festival run by the staff and students at Mater Christi College and St. Joseph’s 
College, as well as a high school ‘Taster Day’ run by the staff and students of Nazareth 
College. The students were given a taste of secondary school life for the day. They were 
able to choose their subjects, move from class to class and some even walked away with 
items they had made; chocolate snowballs, wooden pencil boxes, soccer clinics and 
marble mazes.  

Term Two  

A highlight of Term 2, was the three day Year 5 Camp to Alexandra Adventure Resort. 
This was the second year the St. Simon’s staff and students attended this camp site, and 
it continued to fulfil all expectations. Students participated in a range of activities which 
challenged their courage, character and strength of mind. Activities which the students 
participated in were; rock climbing, orienteering, low initiative course, flying fox, giant 
swing, archery, raft making and canoeing. The Year 5’s also worked hard in preparation 
for NAPLAN, all students appeared to be calm and ready to persist with challenging 
questions they faced. The Year 5 student’s also attended an excursion to the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) which linked to our Integrated Unit about different cultures and the 
Commonwealth Games. The children were taken on a tour of the MCG, the Olympic 
Museum and the Interactive Museum, which they thoroughly enjoyed. We also had 6 boys 
from the year level work collaboratively with two Year 10 students from St. Joseph’s 
College on a program called the Lighthouse Project. All three groups had put together a 
short film which they wrote, filmed and acted in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Term Three  

Term Three was another busy term in the Grade 5 Level. The students enthusiastically 
engaged in a LitSTEM project which was facilitated by the Year 5 teachers at St. Simon’s 
and the Physical Education staff at Nazareth College. The children were provided the 
opportunity to learn how to use heart rate monitors and learnt how to take their heart rate 
manually when participating in four different types of physical education sessions at 
Nazareth College; sprinting, soccer, basketball and cardio room. When at school the 
students were exposed to new vocabulary during a pre assessment and this formed the 
basis for their research task. Students were encouraged to develop a research question, 



ST SIMON THE APOSTLE PRIMARY, ROWVILLE 

 

 
2018 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 28 

 

based on prior learning and investigate how their research on the body relates to the 
physical activities being completed at Nazareth College. Students challenged themselves 
and produced excellent projects which ranged from dioramas, to posters and newspaper 
articles to google slides and actually bringing in animal bones and heart to display 
learning at the Year 5 LitSTEM expo. The Year 5 students also focussed on our school 
based Integrated topic of ‘Sustainability.’ The children developed their knowledge about 
waste, landfill, recycling and reusable materials. This unit blended well with our Religion 
topic which focussed on being stewards of creation. The students worked collaboratively 
in groups to complete projects which involved educating others about reducing waste, 
recycling items of their own and providing for those less fortunate. Each group put 
together a hamper which was presented at Year 5 Red’s liturgy and provided to St. 
Vincent De Paul to assist those less fortunate. The thought, effort and consideration of 
each student was phenomenal and the teachers could not have been more proud of the 
students.  

 

 

  

 

Term Four  

In Term Four, we have experienced a number of fun filled days! The Year 5 students 
learning from the previous terms LitSTEM project culminated their learning with an 
excursion to the Body World Vital. Student’s had the opportunity to see preserved body 
parts which they could relate to their projects. The students participated in a very 
interactive Leadership Retreat Day. They were asked consider some good leaders in our 
local community and within the world. They were then encouraged to reflect on their own 
good leadership qualities, unique skills and how they treat others through a variety of 
interactive games, music and multimedia presentations. The aim of this learning is to 
prepare the students for the speeches they will write and the voting process they will 
experience in readiness for their role as school leaders in 2019. Ahead of them are weeks 
of writing, editing, re-writing, practising and presenting the speech aloud. During the 
Mathematics unit this term the students enjoyed learning about money and how to create 
simple financial plans. They were encouraged by the Commonwealth Bank education 
program to consider ways they could “See it, Earn it and Save it,” in regards to their own 
money and this made the topic more relevant to their lives. The students also celebrated 
St. Simon’s Day, beginning with a Mass, a variety or rotations provided by the company 
Kaboom which were very engaging, interactive and fun, then finishing the day with time 
spent with each ‘Buddy’ class. The children are looking forward to the Open Water 
Learning Experience at the beach. 

 

 

Natalie La Fontaine  

Year 5 Leader  
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Year 6 Report 

Term 1 began with a buzz of excitement as children settled into their new classes, 
developed new friendships and started to develop a bond with their new teacher. The 
camp to Canberra was highly successful and memorable for all the students. We had the 
opportunity to visit a variety of places during our trip, including Parliament House, The 
Australian War Memorial and Questacon which was very, very popular. Each child 
supported each other extremely well and represented St Simons in an exemplary manner. 
A large proportion of the first term was spent focusing on the learning from Canberra and 
our Government.  

In July, many our students celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation. Each of the 
students participated in a reflection day at school, which with the aid of the Parish, 
prepared each child in receiving the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

Interschool Sports created a large focus for the students in the middle of the year. All of 
the students were excited to represent St. Simon the Apostle Primary School for the last 
time. We couldn’t be prouder of the students and the way the represented the school 
magnificently, demonstrating teamwork, sportsmanship and skill. 

With Term Four flying by, the students have looked at the transition process to Secondary 
School. This has involved meeting teachers at their respective schools, splitting into 
specific groups for two weeks’ worth of ‘Secondary School’ lessons and we also had the 
opportunity to attend the Melbourne Zoo with our Prep Buddies.  

The school leaders voted in by their peers the previous year began working in their 
‘Student Action Teams.’ The teams were; Environment, Sport, Wellbeing, Social Justice, 
ICT, Information Resources and the Arts. Each of the school leaders represented the 
school honourably at events such as the Halogen Young Leaders day, St. Patricks Day 
Mass, Bahay Tuluyan ……. 

The students of Year Six will have the opportunity to participate in a high ropes course 
and fun day at the ‘Enchanted Maze’ at Arthur’s Seat. This was also supported by the 
Footsteps Dance Company program, culminating in a dance video for Graduation. 
Graduation is fast approaching and with the aide of the Graduation Committee it promises 
to be memorable for all involved.  

On behalf of the teachers in Year Six, we would like to offer a big thank you to all the 
parents who have helped with sport, excursions, graduation and sharing in their child’s 
education. We believe that it is an important partnership and great things have resulted 
with this partnership. We congratulate each of the Year 6 students on a wonderful year 
and we wish them all the very best for Secondary School in 2019.  

The Year 6 teachers would like to thank our leadership team for their ongoing support and 
advice they have provided students and teachers throughout 2018.  

 

Lauren Freeman 

Year Six Leader        
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Library/Information Resource Centre Report 

In the Library, students are encouraged to embrace their passions and take risks whilst 
taking ownership in their approach to learning. 

Mid 2017 we were fortunate enough to purchase six lovely colourful round tables on which 
the students work at in small groups. A computer hub was formed with enough computers 
for most students to sit at either on their own or with a partner. This year I was able to add 
12 modern stools to the hub allowing more room to move around the area. Shelving was 
arranged to make greater and better use of the library space and stationery is readily 
available for all students to access as needed in each class. 

The students are now encouraged to use the Library more as a Resource Centre. 
Literature skills are taught to encourage reading and an enjoyment of books and research 
skills are taught to support the learning in the classroom. The students are encouraged to 
talk about their work, so as they learn from each other, rather than the traditional 
expectation that the Library must be a silent place. The Library has become a hands-on 
environment whereby students are now taught how to search for books themselves, 
including the specific level of reading material needed as part of the Lexile program in the 
senior classes. Some senior students are also shown how to use the Circulation desk – a 
favourite task being the scanning of books.  

In classes the students often practise the importance of presentation in many different 
formats – e.g. paper/posters, oral or digital. Students are assigned projects that usually 
stem from a story read or an author studied in class. The skill of finding information 
resources and using them effectively is sometimes known as Information Literacy. It is as 
vital to the development of independent learners as is the ability to communicate directly 
with others. Information Literacy involves the processes of: Defining What do I really want 
to find out?; Locating Where can I find the information I need?; Selecting What 
information do I really need to use?; Organising How can I best use this information?; 
Presenting How can I present this information? and Assessing What did I learn from this? 
Projects are often student driven particularly in Grades 5 and 6 and a recent example of 
that was the study of a text titled, “Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes”. It was 
initially planned to be a three-week unit however it took its own course when students 
demonstrated a high level of interest in sub topics. The text allowed us to branch out and 
explore World War 2 history and furthermore Japanese culture. Many of the students 
shared conversations they were having at home with families – some even sitting together 
to watch a suggested documentary that was currently being shown on an online streaming 
service.   

As levels, students identified and considered in-depth themes of illness and death. The 
text allowed the students the freedom to further research and write recount and personal 
reflections. They explored language features and character analysis and closely examined 
the author’s purpose, making inferences and studying quotes related to the relevant 
themes. Grade 5 students went on to create a front page newspaper featuring fictional 
and non-fictional articles and Grade 6 students worked on designing themed t-shirts and 
producing letters and eulogies as writing tasks all related to the text. It was extremely 
inspiring to observe such enthusiasm and some rather mature decision making by all 
senior students throughout the two terms. 

When working on projects students will often use guiding tools such as rubrics and 
checklists.  

Students have limitations on the number of books they are able to borrow at any given 
time according to their Grade level however individual needs are met if a student wishes 
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to borrow an extra book from time to time. Students are also encouraged to put books on 
hold as an alternative. 

The last 18 months has also seen student borrowing being recorded individually each 
week giving the teacher an insight into the types of books that are being borrowed as well 
as which students are not actively borrowing in class each week. In these cases students 
are spoken to and a plan is made in which personal interests are targeted. The 
Wednesday lunchtime Library sessions have been quite popular, particularly, for senior 
students who wish to complete homework tasks during school time.  

Term 1 always gives us a quick introduction to what Library at St. Simon’s is all about 
including what opportunities students may experience as a new grade level.  

Projects are usually in full swing in Term 2 and students are often expressing themselves 
creatively in Library as they become more familiar with the expectations and processes 
involved in assessment. 

Term 3 is always a highlight in our school particularly as we hold our Book Week 
celebrations. This year we were a little restrained in events due to the building works 
however the traditional Book Week parade was not to be missed. Again, the school was 
abuzz as staff and students got into the spirit of the day with some fabulous costumes. We 
had quite a crowd of families who came out to watch and support the celebration. The fun 
was continued throughout the day with many buddy activities taking place across the 
school and themed activities running in the Library.  It is often one of the first questions 
students ask at the beginning of library classes each year…”Are we having a book parade 
this year?” and that in, itself speaks volumes! 

Due to the building works, Term 4 has seen Library lessons continue but in a slightly 
different and at times, more creative way.  It has meant that I have worked more as a 
roving Librarian – moving and working in other classrooms. Students have certainly 
shown great resilience in this act and it has at times proven to be even more interesting. 
Not being able to resist a perfect opportunity, I recently took the Grade 4 level outdoors for 
a poetry lesson. The sun was shining and the builders were in action. With some guidance, 
students were able to step into a scene as ‘poetry detectives’ and write an Incident poem 
allowing readers to visualise exactly what it is that the writers themselves observed. 
Students were captivated with what was in front of them and as a result produced some 
fabulous work. 
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Coming soon in 2019… 

• 8 bright coloured portable lap desks have recently been purchased to allow students 
another option to seating when working in the library space.  

• An update in our current Library system. Currently our system, Oliver, runs on our school 
server. Hosting it on the ‘Cloud’ will allow greater accessibility and flexibility for staff and 
students – not to mention an improved search facility that will hopefully excite and 
encourage students and teachers alike to borrow more, write reviews and take more 
ownership in their borrowing. 

• More community involvement in the library maintenance – cataloguing and covering of 
books, reading of stories particularly on special occasions - in Book Week, Grandparents 
Day, etc. 

• Following a highly successful Book Fair in 2017 (that coincided with Curriculum Night) it 
was decided the school and ultimately our students would benefit having a Book Fair 
every second year. 

 

Ivana Dabb 

Library Leader 
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Japanese Report 

To learn a language is also to learn its culture. It is important to learn a foreign language 
as Australia is a multi-cultural society. Japan has been a good business partner for 
Australia for many years and appointed as a favourite travel destination.  

In 2018, the grade one to the grade six students were provided Japanese as a subject. 

Grade One have learnt about Japanese greetings, body parts and colours through a 
variety of activities, songs and games. They were also introduced Japanese alphabet and 
how to write their names in Japanese. In addition, they were introduced to Japanese 
numbers (1-20), fruits and simple sentences (I like/ least like) using the fruits. Recently 
they learnt examples of Japanese words that have been borrowed from English, such as 
orange, banana and lemon. 

 

 
Grade Two have learnt how to express themselves such as a simple self-introduction 
(greeting, name and age), how to follow a set of classroom verbal instructions in 
Japanese. They also have learnt name of classroom resources such as pencil, rubber, 
paper, desk and chair in Japanese. In addition, they reviewed Japanese greetings, body 
parts, numbers 1-20 and colours through a variety of activities, songs and games. 

 

 
They were also introduced to the names of animals in Japanese and explored some 
words that are borrowed from English, such as lion, kangaroo and koala. They presented 
“the animal song” in front of peers. 

In Grade Three, students have revised a set of classroom verbal instruction in Japanese 
such as stand up, sit down, look and listen as well as classroom resources. They have 
learnt how to introduce themselves in simple sentences. In addition, they have been 
introduced to Japanese geography, such as names and the location of each island and 
major big cities as well as housing in Japan. 



ST SIMON THE APOSTLE PRIMARY, ROWVILLE 

 

 
2018 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 34 

 

They have been introduced to numbers from 1 to 1000 and have learnt its pronunciation. 
Then they have learnt time in Japanese including a simple conversation: “What time is it 
now?” “It is 7 o’clock.” Moreover, they were introduced to Hiragana alphabet and explored 
how to write and pronounce each letter with the letter chart. 

In Grade Four, students have learnt how to introduce themselves in simple sentence 
including greeting, name, age and number of people in their families. In numbers, they 
have learnt how to read big numbers such as hundred, thousand and million in Japanese 
to prepare for a shopping role play later on. They have been also introduced to Japanese 
currency and they explored it as well as learning a variety of elements, such as Japanese 
culture and greetings through the shopping role play. 

In addition, Hiragana alphabet was introduced to them and they learnt how to read and 
write Japanese words with the Hiragana chart. 

In Grade Five this year, students have learnt hobbies in Japanese and presented their 
self-introduction using new and previous knowledge they gained last year. They also 
learnt seasons and its related adjectives in Japanese and they compared them with 
Australian ones. They have been introduced to extra sound of Japanese as well as 
revising standard Hiragana and learnt how to read and write using the Hiragana chart. In 
addition to this, the Japanese calendar system was introduced to the students and they 
learnt how to say and write their birthday in the Japanese way. 

In Grade Six, students have learnt how to express themselves (name, age, birthday and 
greeting) using previous knowledge both orally and in written form. They learnt how to ask 
a simple question such as, “How many people are there in your family?” and how to 
answer how many and who they are. They have been introduced to days of the week in 
Kanji (Chinese) characters with its original meaning. In addition, they were also introduced 
to Hiragana combination sounds using the chart. They have explored and practiced how 
to use the chart to look for the words and its sound. Students have written simple 
sentences about themselves using all knowledge they have learnt during Japanese, 
including their name, age, favourite things, birthday, hobby and family. 

Hiroko Ito-Ryan 

Japanese Teacher 
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Music Report 

There are many benefits of having a music program at school.  It gives those musically 
inclined students a way of learning about a field that might lead to a career in the future, 
but for others, provides a vehicle for self-expression, builds confidence and friendship 
among students and helps students become more active listeners.   

In 2018, students in the Foundation Level have learnt about beat, pitch, dynamics and 
tempo in music.  This was done through singing, moving and playing instruments.  They 
also improvised movements and sounds to create a performance piece and identified 
examples of music in their own life and community.  Presently, they are rehearsing for the 
annual Christmas Concert.     

In Grade One, students have developed on the knowledge gained in the Foundation level 
and also learnt about rhythm, melody, form, tone colour and texture in music.  This was 
done through singing, moving and playing instruments.  They learnt about the different 
uses of music (eg. to express thoughts and feelings) and different musical cultures (eg. 
different times and other countries). They learnt about, recognised and demonstrated AB 
form in music.  They were also taught and used the expression symbols p (piano – soft), f 
(forte – loud),  < (getting louder)    > (getting softer).   

In Grade Two, students extended their knowledge on rhythm patterns and created their 
own simple scores, using two and then three notes.  This was then rehearsed and 
performed on the glockenspiel using a correct beater technique to the class.  They also 
looked at different ways of playing instruments, used a graphic representation of these 
ways, then created a short piece using these ways of playing, incorporating length and 
volume in their composition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year, students in Grade Three were introduced to the recorder.  Before handling the 
recorder, students were taught the correct musical name and value of rhythms taught in 
grade two.  Using these notes, they completed a set of activities to help cement their 
understanding of the number of beats per bar in relation to the time signature at the 
beginning of music.  They also learned the names of the notes on the music lines (stave) 
and again, completed activities in preparation for playing the recorder.  With the guidance 
of the teacher, students learnt the correct breathing technique, how to hold a recorder and 
the first three notes B, A and G, which allowed them to play a good repertoire of songs, 
leading them through the first belt (white), onto their second (yellow).  Some students are 
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now onto their Orange belt, playing pieces with the notes C and D and the extremely 
enthusiastic ones have begun learning pieces in the 2nd book of the program! 

In Grade Four, students continued to work on their recorder skills each fortnight.  Every 
other week, they learnt about different ‘feels’ in music and performed simple riffs, 
syncopated rhythm patterns and learnt many musical terms to do with beat and rhythm.  
Students also improvised a short 4 bar melody using given notes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students in Grade 5 learnt about the orchestral instruments.  They were taught about the 
four different sections of the orchestra and how to distinguish between them.   Students 
were then required to select an instrument from the orchestra to research, it’s history, 
place in the orchestra and a virtuoso famous for playing that instrument.  They then 
presented this to their peers.  Following this, students were introduced to Program Music 
and how music can tell a story as well as represent characters. They listened to the story 
of Peter and the Wolf, written by Sergei Prokofiev and identified the instruments used to 
portray the characters. Students then followed the story of the Musicians of Bremen and 
listed the characters, their personality traits and the type of music and instrument that 
would be good to represent each one. The Garage Band App was introduced to students 
and using their knowledge gained on character representation, they developed a theme to 
represent a character in a given story. Their story was then presented to the class. 

             

 

In Grade 6, students looked at the message/ meaning behind the lyrics of songs and how 
metaphors can be used to enhance the song writer’s ideas.  Using a given song structure, 
students individually worked on creating the lyrics to their own song with a theme/ topic 
that was important to them and then presented these to their peers.  Following this, 
students continued on with their song writing skills by looking at parodies and their 
relationship with the original song. In groups, students selected a song they felt would be 
easy to Parody and wrote new lyrics based on a topic of their choice. This was then 
presented to the class with props and movement in order to capture the attention of their 
audience. Students were then introduced to the Reggae Feel. They learnt a new rhythm 
pattern, tikka-tikka (semi-quavers) through Reggae music as well as using an accent 
during class activities. Students also created a Reggae feel, based on word rhythms and 
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through this, created a 30-60 second performance within a group, which was then 
performed to the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student in Grades 5 and 6 were once again given the opportunity to be part of the school 
choir, where they performed at various events, including the Stringybark Festival, the 
Knox Basketball Championships and the Parish Fete.  They are currently learning a 
Christmas song to sing at the end of Year School Christmas Concert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 is the third year St. Simon the Apostle School was involved in a nationwide music 
event called, Music Count Us In.  Every student in the school was taught a song which 
was sung at the same time on the same day with over 700,000 students from more than 
3,000 schools throughout Australia!  This year, the event was held on Thursday 1st 
November in Hobart, while everyone at school participated in the church, watching the live 
feed.  

Laura Nackashian   

Music Teacher 
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Numeracy Report  

Individual Team Planning                                                                                                                                        
Individual team levels have sustained the insights gained from participating in CTLM 
Professional Learning days and this is evident in the Maths units of work which they have 
continued to collaboratively plan.  Teaching staff save all of their planned units of work in 
a central location on the server for future reference to all teaching teams. 

Mathletics has continued to be a huge success with students, engaging students at home 
and school.  Mathletics usage reports indicate an increasing improvement in students’ 
mathematical knowledge.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

NAPLAN                                                                                                                                                                  
Based on NAPLAN data, although there has been a slight improvement in Numeracy, this 
is still an area which requires further work.  As a school we believe to improve the results 
of our students in this area we need to continue to have a strategic and integrated 
approach to the teaching of mathematics.  This will enable us to develop and implement a 
program that will facilitate the transference of knowledge in our students from Prep to 6.  
Staff  have shown an enthusiastic commitment to improving Mathematics at St. Simon’s 
and this is demonstrated at Maths PLTs, planning sessions and ultimately the enthusiasm 
which they continue to bring to the numeracy sessions they teach. 

Professional Learning Teams (PLTs)                                                                                                          
Professional Learning Team meetings have continued this year with each level being 
involved in a minimum of three one hour meetings per term.  The aim of these sessions is 
for teachers to reflect on their current teaching practice, share and learn about new 
teaching strategies, analyse data such as NAPLAN and SINE results and reflect on the 
insights gained from participating in CTLM. All of this information is used for the future 
planning of Mathematical units of work, all with the intent to improve student outcomes. 
The PLT Leader from each team attend four days of professional learning in mathematics 
to assist them with supporting their respective teams in planning.  “Simply Maths” 
professional learning was engaged to facilitate a whole school closure day during Term 3.  
On this day teachers were engaged in hands on learning activities which further 
developed their growth mindset in mathematics. 

SINE / PAT Maths (Progressive Achievement Tests in Mathematics) 

St. Simon the Apostle Primary School is involved in the Success in Numeracy Education 
(SINE) initiative, therefore we endeavour to ensure that the teaching staff at St. Simon’s 
stay current and up to date with SINE strategies.  Twice a year all students complete a 
SINE diagnostic test which is used to track the individual student’s ability in number during 
their time at St. Simon’s.  This year we have renewed our school licence to use PAT 
Maths.  This progressive achievement test will be phased in and SINE testing will be used 
as a support assessment tool where needed. 

Maths Strategic Support for students                                                                                                                     
As part of the Numeracy program at St. Simon’s this year the teachers and I worked 
collaboratively in identifying students who require enabling or extension in Mathematics 
based on their SINE assessments and teacher assessment. The data was collated and 
discussed at PLTs (Professional Learning Teams) and appropriate timetabled strategic 
support planned for some students. The frequency and duration of the sessions differed in 
each year level and individual class.  The students who attended the sessions further 
developed their ability to articulate their mathematical thinking and left each session 
feeling positive about their individual mathematical learning.  All students were supported 
mathematically by their respective teachers via enabling and extended prompts 
embedded into all mathematical units of work taught. 
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Maths Toolkits                                                                                                                                                      
Maths Toolkits have continued to be used in class during Maths Teaching sessions and at 
home as part of Numeracy homework.   

Australian Maths Competition                                                                                                                                
This year around 45 students took in the Australian Maths Competition on Thursday 9th 
August.  The students were most excited about challenging their Mathematical knowledge 
state-wide.  Students who competed were awarded certificates in the following categories: 
Distinction, Credit, Proficiency and Participation. 

Future recommendations for 2019                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
- Ongoing subscription of Mathletics P-6, Mathematical journals and PAT Maths                                                                          
- Continue to engage Professional Learning from ‘Simply Maths’ 

Miss Carmelina Corio 

Maths Leader 
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Literacy Report 

Literacy skills are the foundation for all curriculum learning, therefore a whole school 
approach is essential in developing of key literacy skills. Our aim is to develop our 
students as lifelong learners with the core skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening 
with the confidence and ability to use these across curriculum areas out into their daily 
lives. 

A key component for the schools literacy development in 2018 and will be continued in 
2019 has been the schools involvement in the CEM endorsed Lyn Sharratt Project, ‘Faces 
On The Data’, in which 17 schools from the Eastern Region were involved.  

Quality literacy teaching and learning comes from investing time and energy into new 
strategies. This year staff have been introduced to the CAFE Reading Program, which 
supports a whole school approach to ensuring all students are aided with quality reading 
strategies, so they can not only read anything, but understand it as well. 

We have seen the continuation of the Story Dogs Program headed up by Mrs. Anna 
Morgan and her canine companion Samson. We also have a new addition to the Story 
Dog team, Mrs. Pam Brown and her canine co-workers Sheldon and Spencer. The 
program supports students who need to develop their literacy skills in reading, in an 
environment that is safe and nurturing. 

No successful literacy program is complete without the support of our Literacy intervention 
specialists. Mrs. Betty Carroll, and Mrs. Anita Hogan have worked tirelessly to support 
students from Foundation to Year 6, in both the Reading Recovery and Levelled Literacy 
Intervention Programs. These programs work to support students in developing their 
decoding skills, phonological awareness and comprehension skills. 

In addition to having excellent programs to support students literacy skills, the Literacy 
department invested resources into purchasing products which included the series of 
CAFE Books, the Mioow Word Kits, and the YARC assessment kit. We also sent 2 

teachers to complete a 10 week training course in Dyslexia. 

 

 

Janine Boer 

Literacy Leader 
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Outdoor Education Report 

2018 has been another adventurous year for Outdoor Education at St Simon the Apostle 
Primary School. With the support of all the staff, the school has continued to provide a 
unique, interesting and stimulating learning experience for all the students. 

The Outdoor Education program at St Simon the Apostle Primary School aims to allow 
students to experience success and achievement in areas that are not always readily 
accessible. It also promotes the building of self- esteem, resourcefulness, independence, 
leadership, judgement, cooperation and tolerance.  

The camp program has endeavoured to relate closely to the Inquiry units that are studied 
in each year level. It focuses on environment and the care and responsibility that we 
should all demonstrate towards it.  

The camp program gives the students the opportunity to explore local, state and national 
areas. Prep to Year Three students explored the local areas around the school and 
Rowville. This year the due to the building project, Year 3 students participated in an 
extended Education program at Coal Creek replacing the year 3 sleep over. Year Four 
students spent two days and one night contrasting beach environments between the bay 
and the ocean down on the Mornington Peninsula at Don Bosco, Dromana.  The 
highlights included our night walk to the beach to listen to the calming waves and a visit to 
Cape Schanck which included the opportunity to visit a fully operative lighthouse. Year 
Five students visited Alexandra Adventure Resort, which is located near the shores of 
Lake Eildon on Crystal Creek. Despite the inclement weather students thoroughly enjoyed 
all of the traditional outdoor activities provided.  The Year Six students explored our 
National Capital in Canberra.  As always Telstra Tower, Parliament House and the Giant 
drop at Questacon to name but a few did not cease to amaze everyone involved.  Having 
access to these contrasting areas gives the students a greater respect for their unique 
country. 

The Prep to Year Four students had the opportunity to participate in the school swimming 
program at Paul Sadler Swimland, Rowville. The program allows the children of varying 
capabilities to improve not only their swimming skills, however water safety awareness, 
which is an essential life skill for anyone living in a country surrounded by water. From all 
accounts (students, staff and parents), the new venue and program were a success. 

The importance of swimming program was carried on in the Year Five level, with each 
student having the opportunity to participate in an Open Water Learning Experience run 
by Lifesaving Victoria. The children learnt various open water skills at Sandringham beach, 
along with important lifesaving skills. 

The Year 5 students were involved in a leadership incursion, integrating with their 
leadership program and transition to Year 6. 

The Year 6’s this year are going to Arthur’s Seat and the 
Enchanted Maze. This involves the students completing a 
high ropes course, using coordination, strength, balance 
and for some conquering fears. The Year 6’s also 
participated in a dance program run by Footsteps. This 
promoted physical activity, team work and increasing self-
confidence. Overall it has been a successful year for the 
Outdoor Education at St. Simon the Apostle Primary School.  
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Physical Education Report 

Grade Prep (Foundation) 

During the course of the year, Foundation have participated in a program to develop and 
enhance their spatial awareness and control of body movement, direction and speed. 
They trained for and participated in the Twilight Sports in First Term. Ball handling skills 
such as pat bouncing, throwing, catching, rolling and stopping were taught throughout the 
course of the year. During Second Semester, a program developing their Speed and 
Agility was presented. Existing school resources such as the Adventure Playgrounds 
proved invaluable to the implementation of this program. 

Grade One 

Over the duration of the year, Grade One children developed and enhanced their spatial 
awareness skills via a specific games program. (Skill Orientated Games). They received 
tuition in and opportunities to develop and strengthen their Ball handling skills.  Equipment 
such as rebound nets, jumbo hi-bounce balls and Velcro ‘sticky hands’ facilitated the 
children’s development. 

Grade Two 

2018 provided the Grade Two children with opportunities to further develop their ball 
handling skills, hone their spatial awareness abilities and apply them to simple game 
situations. The children were introduced to the concept of games with simple rules. Such 
games as Dodge Ball, Hockey and Tennis were presented to them. 

Grade Three 

Grade Three students continued to develop their ball handling skills and refine their gross 
and fine motor skills. These skills were extended and honed via exposure to major games 
such as Hockey, Basketball Tennis, Rounders Soccer and Aussie Rules Football. 
Knowledge and acceptance of the importance of rules to a game was a major teaching 
and learning experience. 

Grade Four 

Grade Four children refined their fine and gross motor skills and developed their spatial 
awareness and ball handling skills via the program Skill Orientated Games. They were 
provided with the opportunity to learn about and participate in major games such as, 
Basketball, Cricket, Soccer, Hockey, Aussie Rules Football and Tennis. 

Grade Five 

First Semester saw the Grade Five students revising previously learned skills in the areas 
of fine and gross motor, ball handling and spatial awareness. These skills were then 
developed and ingrained within the children in Second Semester to provide them with a 
skill set capable of achieving a successful outcome, when presented with a specific game 
situation. These were major games such as Basketball, Newcombe, Rounders, Softball, 
Hockey, Tennis, Soccer and Aussie Rules Football. 

Grade Six 

Grade Six children participated in a program of major games during 2018. This included 
specifically designed games to develop and enhance team awareness, situation 
perception, understanding of rules and the creation and implementation of strategies to 
assist with a positive game outcome. The children engaged in the learning of major team 
games such as Soccer, Basketball, Hockey and Tennis. During the Soccer segment the 
children learnt kicking, passing, trapping and goal shooting. Basketball included the 
learning of skills such as, dribbling, field shooting, lay ups, passing, free throw shooting 
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and game tactics. During Hockey, skills such as dribbling, passing, shooting and general 
game play, were taught. The children also participated in Tennis which encompassed the 
skills of serving, forehand and backhand, court movement and general game strategies. 
Motor skills and Ball Handling skills including pat bouncing, throwing and catching, rolling 
and stopping and bowling were revisited and reinforced. A series of major games that 
facilitate and enhance hand eye coordination will be undertaken in Term Four. These 
include Lacrosse, Croquet, Newcombe, Volleyball, Kanga Cricket and Softball. 

Pat Healy 

Physical Education Teacher 
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Visual Arts Report 

All students at St Simon’s Primary School share the experience of learning in the Visual 
Arts and seem to be very enthusiastic and keen to learn about art and its purpose. The 
curriculum has two defined areas ‘Creating and Making’ and ‘Exploring and Responding’. 
It is a very well resourced, sequential program designed to encourage and challenge 
students to achieve their individual potential in a creative and supportive environment. 

 Prep students create visual art works that express and communicate experiences, 
observations, ideas and feelings about themselves and their world. They will explore 
colour, shape and line through painting and drawing activities. Students also use a variety 
of media such as modelling clay, paper collage, textiles and construction to create pieces 
of art. They have enjoyed learning about many artists including, Picasso, Vincent Van 
Gogh and Kandinsky. 

Year One and Two students continue to learn about a range of ways that Visual Art can 
be used to communicate experiences observations and things imagined. They make 
choices about when using materials, tools and techniques. They have enjoyed learning 
about a variety of artists including, Georgia O’Keeffe, Kandinsky, also Dali and Miro. The 
students focus on drawing, printing, painting and collage, modelling, and construction. At 
this stage they are encouraged to respond to the art works of others and gain appreciation 
from a study of famous artists. 

 Year 3 and 4 students create a range of art forms that communicate ideas, concepts and 
experiences.  They learn about the changes in styles in Art and will experiment with 
drawing, painting, printing and collage techniques while studying the works of well-known 
artists. Students also create art works in clay, construction and textiles. At this stage 
students can identify and describe features of art from their own and other cultures. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 and 6 students are encouraged to independently and collaboratively experiment 
with and use a broad range of techniques, tools and materials to plan and present art 
works in all areas of the program. They investigate traditional and contemporary art and 
create works that demonstrate their growing awareness. They also enjoy focussing on 
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particular artists and their style, ideas and thought processes behind the art work itself. 
They have enjoyed learning about pointillism with artist George Seurat. 
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Melinda Wharton 

Visual Arts Teacher 
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Student Wellbeing 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

To ensure that all staff and parents are regularly informed, understand and work 

collaboratively on stated goals and plans for improving student outcomes. 

● That students will be engaged learners 

 

Achievements 

At St Simon’s we continue to endeavour to train staff to have the necessary skills to help 

these children manage the impact that this has on a student’s ability to feel safe and secure 

in school and manage their learning.   

Staff members have had continued opportunities to participate in professional development 

on issues pertaining to the development of their knowledge to best help all students, as well 

as those with additional learning needs. The development of a new reporting format this 

year, also resulted in reports being personally formatted for a number of our SWD funded 

students, to ensure that a truly accurate account of their achievements was presented to 

their parents. This year we have provided professional development for a number of staff 

on the process of caring for children with Diabetes as well as in the area of Behaviour 

Management. Staff have attended professional development around building their capacity 

to develop strategies to assist students with Autism, Anxiety, as well as ways to support 

kinder students in their transition to school.   

As well as accessing funding, many different services are available to us to help cater for 

the needs of the students at our school.  We are able to access Speech Therapists, 

Psychologists and behaviour management experts through Catholic Education Melbourne.  

We currently have many students accessing the CEM Speech Therapist.  

We have continued with our school online booking portal where parents can log on and 

book a suitable time to meet with staff for parent/teacher interviews or PSGs.  

Catering for the diverse needs of the students in our care is a high priority for the staff at St 

Simon the Apostle. I would like to thank all staff for the effort they continue to put into 

working with all of the students in their grade, especially those who need additional help.  

This is not only the funded students for whom there are many guidelines and expectations 

including the development of PLP’s and attendance at PSG’s (Program Support Group) 

meetings, but also for the growing number of students within every grade who benefit from 

additional assistance and learning activities targeted to their individual needs.  

 

Hedy Carvalho 

Learning Diversity Leader      
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Wellbeing for learning in Catholic school communities articulates the importance of 
wellbeing to children and young people’s spiritual, cognitive, physical, emotional and 
social growth. The eXcel document that forms the foundation of the schools Wellbeing 
Program clearly defines its purpose, which is to ‘Belief that children and young people 
have the capacity to achieve their full potential when their wellbeing is nurtured in faith 
filled learning environments that are safe, inclusive and respectful’. 

This year our Year 6 school leaders attended several different conferences. Students 
were involved in the KidsView Conference-Bahay Tulyan, the Halogen Young Leaders 
Day at the Melbourne Conference Centre, the Legacy Day Service at the Shrine of 
Remembrance in Melbourne, and lastly the Opening School Mass at St Patrick's 
Cathedral in Melbourne. All events gave the leaders a greater understand of the role of a 
leader and how small ideas can impact your community and the world. 

This year the Season for Growth program was ran by a dedicated staff member who 
diligently and caringly nurtured the students through the program sessions. The Season 
for Growth program is based on the belief that change and loss are part of life, and that 
grief is normal response to these losses. Children, young people and adults need the 
opportunity to learn about how death, separation, divorce and other significant loss events 
may impact on their lives. This year the Seasons for Growth Program commenced in 
Term 3 and continued over to Term 4 ranging from students in Year 1 to 4. The students 
who attended all developed skills and strategies in coping with and responding to 
significant change in their lives.  

School counselling services have continued to be provided to students and families of St. 
Simons. As part of an ongoing working partnership with CEM, psychologists have been 
made available from the Cairnmillar Institute to provide services to students on an 
individual basis. There have been many students who have benefitted from the services of 
these invaluable intern psychologists. 

The underpinnings of Wellbeing is embedded into the everyday St. Simon’s School culture. 
This is achieved through the consistent use of our six school rules and the use of the 
school policies and procedures which clearly outline the schools expectations. Each year 
the whole schools first inquiry unit, is based around anti bully, the assertive discipline 
policy, learning styles, growth mindsets, resilience and working in teams. This unit 
provides students with a reminder of the positive choices we can make at school and the 
importance of interacting with others in a respectful manner and thinking positively about 
what we do and say to those around us. This unit sets students, classes and our entire 
school on a positive foundation for the year of working together at St. Simon’s. 

Additionally, this year several teachers took place in the Berry St Program. A program 
based on the Education Model which provides schools with the training, curriculum and 
strategies to engage even the most challenging students. This education initiative is 
different because it is based on proven positive education, trauma-informed and wellbeing 
practices that enable students’ academic and personal growth. The model is unique 
because it educates schools and their leaders to reinforce and sustain cognitive and 
behavioural change, thereby re-engaging young people in learning and progressing their 
academic achievement.  

Finally, this year we sent a large group of St. Simon teachers to the Kids Resilience 
Conference in September which focused on developing gratitude and resilience in our 
students, in addition to being mindful on how students and children use and connect to 
social media platforms. 
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Janine Boer 

Student Wellbeing Leader 
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St. Simon’s School provides a number of school activities and programs that have a positive 

effect on the wellbeing and achievements of students and the school community. Following is a 

list of curricular and extracurricular activities that have been successful at our school. 

VALUE ADDED 

Social Skills  

●  Student Wellbeing Support  
●  Whole Student Wellbeing Program  
●  Student Representative Council  
● Young Leaders Day  
● Prep-Year 6 Buddy Program  
●  Play Pals  
●  Social Justice Team  
●  School Environmental Group 
●  Athletics Carnival 
●   Inter school sports  
● Swimming program  
● School counselling services 
●  Cross country- school and district 
● Prep Athletics night  

School Camps and Excursions/Incursions  

●   Year 6 camp to Canberra  
●   Year 5  camp  
●   Year 4 camp 
●   Year 3 camp 
●   Class excursions  
●  Foundation - 6 Music Program  

Educational Programs 

● Levelled Literacy Intervention 
●   Reading Recovery  
●  Before and After School Program  
●  Police Visit - Cybersafety  
●  Mathletics access (home and school) 

Information Communication Technology  

●   Computers in classrooms  
●   iPads 
●   Digital cameras  
●  Chromebooks  
● Lego robotics  
●  Student access to email and internet use (monitored)  

 Many of these activities and programs are reported to parents via 

newsletters, annual reports and special promotions. 
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

 St Simon’s has a high student attendance rate of over 94% in all year levels. The student 

attendance roll is marked twice daily. Parents ring the school on the morning of a student’s 

absence or send an email via Skoolbag App and provide written communication explaining 

their child’s non-attendance on the child’s return to school. Reasons for a student’s absence 

are recorded on the attendance roll and kept as a record at the school. The student’s 

attendance rate is reported twice yearly on each student's report.  

Those students who have been marked absent with no notification to the school are sent an 

SMS message via the NForma Program. 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT SATISFACTION 

Our Insight SRC data provides information about how our students experience school at St 

Simon’s. The three key indicators that reflect how students experience our school are 

wellbeing, engagement and relationships. St Simon’s student survey results in 2018 indicated 

improvements in the area of engagement in learning but a slight dip in in the areas of 

emotional wellbeing and teacher relationships. The indicators which made the most growth 

was learning confidence and connectedness to peers.  

The majority of the students’ responses for engagement in learning placed us in the middle 

50% of all Victorian Schools indicating a positive result for our students’ level of engagement 

at school.  
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Child Safe Standards 

Goals and Intended Outcomes 

St Simon’s Primary School strives to provide all students with a safe environment and takes 

active steps to protect them against abuse. To achieve this, we have developed and actively 

enforce Child Safety Strategies to ensure that any person involved in ‘child connected work’ is 

aware of their obligations & responsibilities for ensuring the safety of all children under their 

care. In accordance with requirements of the Victorian Government’s Ministerial Order No 870, 

St Simon’s Primary School maintains a culture of ‘no tolerance’ to child abuse and to support 

this has established minimum Child Safety Standards. 

Achievements 

All students at St Simon’s Primary School have the right to feel safe. The school affirms its 

commitment to child safety by adopting a ‘zero tolerance’ to child abuse and by actively 

implementing and managing strategies to help protect children from harm. 

 Initiatives undertaken to ensure the safety of students at St Simon’s Primary School include the 

following:  

- a commitment that promotes safety of Indigenous children, children with disabilities and those 

from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds. St Simon’s Primary School maintains 

policies, procedures and strategies to create a child safe environment in the following areas. 

- procedures for the recruitment, support, training & supervision of staff members, , casual relief 

staff, volunteers, and contractors who participate in ‘Child Connected Work’  

- a Code of Conduct defining workplace expectations  

- procedures for responding to and reporting suspected Child Abuse - inclusion & empowerment 

of all students & young people in the establishment of Child Safety strategies  

- an annual assessment of the effectiveness of its Child Safety Management Strategies to 

identify areas for improvement  

- Risk Management  

- Recruitment, Support, Training & Supervision  

- Responding to and Reporting Child Safety Concerns or Abuse 

- Inclusion & empowerment of all students & young people 

 - Valuing Diversity 
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Leadership & Management 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

To ensure that the professional learning culture of the school in strengthened 

Achievements 

Communication amongst staff takes place in the form of Professional Learning Teams, 

Leadership Teams, staff meetings, staff weekly newsletter and the whiteboard in the staffroom. 

Staff at St Simon’s attend network and cluster meetings supported by Catholic Education 

Melbourne. The Staff attend weekly Professional Learning Team meetings which provide an 

opportunity for development of current educational practices.  

We have continued our work with the Renewed Curriculum Framework “Horizons of Hope”, 

deepening the staff’s understanding and knowledge of its place and importance in our student’s 

learning. It is at the core of our Inquiry Based Learning and this can be seen through the units of 

work implemented by the teachers. We will endeavour to continue to further deepen our 

understanding of the Renewed Curriculum Framework “Horizons of Hope”, so to give our 

students the best possible learning opportunities which will equip them with the necessary skills 

enabling them to flourish in our ever-growing world. 

The Staff of St. Simon’s demonstrate a high level of commitment by their involvement in school 

camps, excursions, after hour’s meetings, extra-curricular activities and attending School and 

Parish functions throughout the year. St Simon’s staff undergo an Annual Review meeting with 

the Principal towards the end of each year. They are recognised for their work via the staff 

newsletter, assemblies, staff meetings and school newsletters. Work programs are collected 

from time to time by the School Leadership team, giving staff the opportunity to receive positive 

feedback and recognition for their achievements. 

 

EXPENDITURE AND TEACHER PARTICIPATION IN PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 

DESCRIPTION OF PL UNDERTAKEN IN 2018 

-NCCD Briefings 

-Kids Resilience Conference  

-Berry St  Education Program (Student Wellbeing)  

-Lyn Sharratt: Putting faces on the Data Professional Learning 

-Horizons of Hope 
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-Simply Maths Professional learning facilitated by Bern Long and Ange Rogers, 

- Positive Education (Student Wellbeing) 

-First Aid 

- Cluster and Network meetings for School Leaders 

 

NUMBER OF TEACHERS WHO PARTICIPATED IN PL in 2018 33 

AVERAGE EXPENDITURE PER TEACHER FOR PL $555 
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School Community 

Goals & Intended Outcomes 

- That the school community connectedness and inclusiveness will grow. 

Achievements 

The success of St. Simon the Apostle Primary School is due to various groups throughout 

the year. It is important that these groups be recognized for their outstanding 

commitment to the school and parish. 

-The School Advisory Board  
-The Parents’ Association 
-School Tuckshop 
-Uniform Shop 
-Parish Sacramental Programme 
-Facilities Management Committee 
-Parish Pastoral Team 
 

PARENT SATISFACTION 

Our Insight SRC data provides information about how St Simon’s parents perceive school life 

for their children. The three key indicators that reflect parent perception are school, climate, 

relationships and engagement. 

The Parent’s responses regarding student behaviour, places us in the middle 50% of Victorian 

Schools. This response implies that parent’s believe there is safe behaviour in our classrooms. 
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 School Performance Data Summary 
      

 

E1323 

St Simon's School, Rowville 

 

 

      

 

PROPORTION OF STUDENTS MEETING THE MININUM STANDARDS 

NAPLAN TESTS 2016 

 

 % 

2017 

 

 % 

2016 - 2017 

Changes 

 % 

2018 

 

 % 

2017 - 2018 

Changes 

 % 

YR 03 Grammar & Punctuation 99.0 100.0 1.0 94.9 -5.1 

YR 03 Numeracy 96.8 98.9 2.1 97.5 -1.4 

YR 03 Reading 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 

YR 03 Spelling 99.0 97.8 -1.2 97.5 -0.3 

YR 03 Writing 100.0 100.0 0.0 97.5 -2.5 

 

YR 05 Grammar & Punctuation 98.9 90.1 -8.8 97.8 7.7 

YR 05 Numeracy 98.9 95.7 -3.2 98.9 3.2 

YR 05 Reading 100.0 95.8 -4.2 97.8 2.0 

YR 05 Spelling 100.0 91.5 -8.5 100.0 8.5 

YR 05 Writing 97.8 97.2 -0.6 98.9 1.7 
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AVERAGE STUDENT ATTENDANCE RATE BY YEAR LEVEL % 

Y01                                                                                                  94.3 

Y02                                                                                                  93.7 

Y03                                                                                                  94.7 

Y04                                                                                                  94.6 

Y05                                                                                                  94.5 

Y06                                                                                                  94.6 

Overall average attendance 94.4 

 

 

      

 

TEACHING STAFF ATTENDANCE RATE 

Teaching Staff Attendance Rate 84.8% 

 

 

      

 

STAFF RETENTION RATE 

Staff Retention Rate 84.2% 
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TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Doctorate 0.0% 

Masters 19.4% 

Graduate 16.1% 

Graduate Certificate 0.0% 

Bachelor Degree 93.5% 

Advanced Diploma 19.4% 

No Qualifications Listed 6.5% 

 

 

      

 

STAFF COMPOSITION 
 

Principal Class (Headcount) 3 

Teaching Staff (Headcount) 
 

48 
 

Teaching Staff (FTE) 
 

44.7 
 

Non-Teaching Staff (Headcount) 
 

13 
 

Non-Teaching Staff (FTE) 
 

7.3 
 

Indigenous Teaching Staff (Headcount) 
 

0 
 

 

 

      

 


