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Overview  
Welcome to Term 1  

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back! We hope you 

all had a safe and enjoyable 

break and are ready to begin 

the 2018 with as much 

enthusiasm and excitement as 

we are. Our Grade 1 team this 

year consists of: Miss Sharni 

Spriggs in 1 Red, Mrs Mary 

Reilly in 1 Blue and Miss 

Rachel Calvitto in 1 Green. We 

have a very busy term ahead of 

us once we have settled into 

Grade One. We have School 

Photo day, the Grade One 

Camp Day and 1 Blue’s 

Liturgy, just to name some of 

the great things we will be 

doing. 

We would like to extend a 

thank you to all the parents 

who assisted their children 

in such a smooth transition 

to Grade 1. It is this 

continued support that 

brings ongoing success in 

your child’s learning. 

        St. Simon’s Primary School 
dlewis@ssr                            Friday 9th January Year 1 Term 1 Newsletter 2018 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
for 

Grade 1 
• • • 

 

• Opening School Mass 11.30am (9th 

February) 

• Parent Teacher Chats (12th and 15th 

February) 

• Ash Wednesday Mass 11.30am (14th 

February) 

• School Assembly 2.30pm (19th 

February) 

• Stand Up Day Liturgy (23rd 

February) 

• Parent’s Association Movie Night 

(23rd February) 

• Liturgy 2.30pm (2nd March) 

• Labour Day Public Holiday – No 

School (12th March) 

• School Photo Day (14th March) 

• St Patrick’s Day Liturgy (15th 

March) 

• Grade 1 Camp Day (16th March) 

• Harmony Day Liturgy (19th March) 

• Grade 1 Blue’s Passion/Palm 

Sunday Liturgy 11.30am (23rd 

March)  

• School Assembly 2.30pm (26th 

March) 

• Holy Thursday Liturgy 2.30pm (27th 

March) 

• Good Friday Liturgy 11.30am (29th 

March) 

• Term ends at 1.15pm (29th March) 

 1 Blue 1 Green 1 Red 

11.15 - 11.55 PE Art Music 

11.55 – 12.35 Music PE Art 

12.35 – 1.15 Art Music PE 

Library Friday (all classes)  

Japanese Timetable 

1 Blue 1 Green 1 Red 

11.15 – 11.45 11.45 – 12.15 12.15 – 12.45 

 

Specialist Timetable 

How Can We Give Hope to Our World? 
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Curriculum Overview 
What we will be learning about  

Religion 

During Term 1 in Religion, 

students will be learning about 

Reconciliation in preparation 

for Lent and Easter. Our 

Getting to know Jesus and 

Reconciliation units will have 

rich and authentic links to our 

Integrated Studies Units 

Getting to Know You and 

Now & Then. We will provide 

the students with 

opportunities to explore what 

Reconciliation means in many 

contexts including Jesus’ life, 

their lives and the lives of 

those in the community 

around them. We want them 

to explore how Catholic 

Traditions fit into somebody’s 

life in the 21st century. 

Students will use scripture, art, 

discussions, prayer and 

storybooks to help their 

learning. Students will 

participate in school Liturgies 

and Masses throughout the 

term to support their learning 

of Lent and Easter in the 

classroom. We are looking 

forward to Grade 1 Blue 

presenting the Palm Sunday 

liturgy later this term. 

 

English 

During Term 1 in Reading, 

students will continue to 

develop their literal 

comprehension as well as their 

ability to read between the 

lines by exploring clues in 

images and written text and 

linking their answers to their 

own experiences. In Writing, 

students will recreate personal 

narrative texts in imaginative 

ways such as drawing and 

writing. They will be writing 

procedure texts and practise 

writing paragraphs on the 

computer. Students will 

continue to explore different 

ways of expressing emotions 

through using body language, 

verbal language and facial 

expressions and participate in 

class discussions. 

 

Mathematics 

During Term 1 in Mathematics, 

during our Data unit, students 

will explore how to represent 

data as a picture graph or bar 

graph. They will use language 

such as greatest or least to 

explain and compare 

information represented on 

the graph. Students will 

continue to develop their 

number sense and place value 

understanding during our 

Place Value unit. 

 

Integrated Studies 

During Term 1 in Integrated 

Studies, students will get to 

know each other and 

transition into Grade 1 

through interactive activities 

and games during our Getting 

to Know You unit. During our 

Now and Then unit students 

will explore what toys, life 

and transport was like for 

people in the 1950’s and 

1960’s and compare their 

findings to their own lives 

today. They will have 

opportunities to speak to their 

own families and share their 

stories with others. 

Homework 

Homework will begin in Week 

3. Each week the students will 

be expected to read nightly, 

complete a maths activity and 

do their spelling homework 

nightly. Homework will be 

given on a Monday and is 

expected to be completed and 

at school each Friday.  
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Reading at Home 

We would just like to reiterate 

the importance and immense 

benefits of reading at home 

with your child. We feel 

passionately about this, as it 

really supports your child’s 

learning in all areas including 

Literacy and Mathematics. It is 

important that you listen to 

your child read and ask them 

questions before, during and 

after each book. You may also 

model answering the 

questions yourself. There is no 

right or wrong way to read 

with your child, it is just 

imperative that you do read 

with them. 

 

We can suggest some 

approaches: 

• You may like to read a book 

to your child. 

• You can read a book together 

(One page each, a few lines 

each, etc). 

• Listen to them read to you. 

•Children could record 

themselves reading and listen 

back to it. 

 

Home readers will be sent 

home beginning Week 4. The 

students are expected to be 

responsible for their own 

readers and are encouraged to 

only take them out of their 

green pouch when reading 

and return them to their green 

pouch once finished. 

Students may also read books 

on Wushka. 

  Reminders 
 

Uniform 

Just a reminder that as the 

weather is hot, children are 

expected to be wearing 

their full summer uniform 

and it is suggested that you 

pack a spare pair of pants, 

socks or stockings in case of 

any accidents. During Term 

1 we implement the Sun 

Safety Policy, which means 

‘NO HAT, NO PLAY’. If a 

student doesn’t have a hat 

they are to sit in the shaded 

area by Building D. Sport 

uniform should only be 

worn on P.E days and if 

they have Sport. If your 

child is out of uniform, 

please ensure that a note is 

sent to their classroom 

teacher explaining the 

reason. If your child 

chooses to wear black 

runners as part of the 

uniform, these runners 

need to be completely black 

with no other colours 

showing.  

 

Punctuality 

Please make sure your child is 

arriving to class before the 

second bell has gone, as 

learning begins immediately 

after the bell. Students walking 

in after this time are not only 

disrupting the students 

learning but are also missing 

out on important learning 

themselves, as well as 

necessary daily routine 

activities. 
 

Absentees 

If your child is absent from 

school, his/her classroom 

teacher requires a written note 

explaining the reason for the 

absence. These notes are 

required by the government 

and are stored as legal 

documents. Using the St. 

Simons School Smart Phone 

App to notify of absences is an 

acceptable method of 

informing the school of any 

absences.  

 

Stationery Items 

Please check with your child 

that he/she has all the 

stationery items necessary for 

use at school such as scissors, 

rubbers, textas and coloured 

pencils. Please ensure all items 

are named. 
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‘Nude Food’ Thursdays 

Nude Food Thursdays is an 

initiative at St Simon’s. It is 

encouraged that every 

Thursday students bring a 

rubbish free lunch. Thanks for 

supporting us in reducing our 

waste impact on the 

environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Finally, thank you to everyone for your continued support. We look 

forward to another extremely busy and enjoyable term working 

together. 

 

 Sharni Spriggs 

sspriggs@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 

 

Mary Reilly 

maryr@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 

 

Rachel Calvitto 

rcalvitto@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 

 

 
 

 

 

 


