
 

 

St Simon the Apostle Primary School 

2 TAYLORS LANE, ROWVILLE, VICTORIA, 3178 

TELEPHONE: 9755 4222                   FAX: 9755 4255 
  

 

20th April 2018 

 

 

Dear Prep Parents/Guardians, 

 

We hope you all had a wonderful break with your families over the Easter holiday period and 

did not indulge too much in that wonderful food called, ‘chocolate’.  Please ensure you read 

the school newsletter, CONTACT weekly and keep up with what’s going on at school. Also 

keep this newsletter in a safe place where you can revisit it when necessary. 

 

Term 2, like most terms will be busy and long, so a few reminders that will assist teachers, 

parents and students alike: 

 

● Please encourage your child to be independent and responsible for unpacking and 

completing the morning school routine, ‘Are you ready to Learn?’  

● Please encourage your children to use and check their green pouch, and bring it to 

school daily. 

● Please read the school newsletter ‘Contact’ weekly, so you keep up with what is going 

on. If you are not receiving the ‘Contact’ please see the office staff.  

● Keep this LETTER in a safe place, as it outlines most things we are doing for the term. 

● Please encourage your child to complete their daily spelling, reading, and maths 

homework tasks. 

● Please remember to send a note to the teacher or via email if your child is leaving 

early, late to school or is absent for the entire day; as this is a school and government 

requirement.  

● MOST IMPORTANT, ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO BE THE BEST THEY CAN! 

  

Important School Dates and up and coming Events: 

Please find below a list of school dates. This term we have the Whole School Sports Day on 

the Wednesday the 30th May and Prep Camp Day on the 21st of June. In addition, the Mid 

Year Interviews will be held on the 25th and 28th of June. 

 

 

 



 

Uniform: 

As we move into Term 2, children can either wear their summer or winter uniform, but from 

the 30th of April onwards children will be expected to wear full winter uniform as outlined 

below. Full winter uniform will begin on the 30th of April. Boys: brown pants, yellow school 

polo/t-shirt, school jumper/jacket, brown socks, black school shoes. Girls: brown pants or 

school tunic, yellow school polo/t-shirt, school jumper/jacket, brown socks or tights, and 

black school shoes. Sports Uniform (boys & girls) brown track pants, school jumper/jacket, 

runners/sneakers, white socks, and school polo/t-shirt. *Please ensure students are not 

wearing jewellery or hair ties that are not in line with school requirements, this includes nail 

polish.  Finally, please ensure all shoulder length hair is tied up and pinned off the face to 

avoid the spread of lice, and that students do not wear sports shoes to school unless it is 

their allocated sports day, or they have a note due to unexpected circumstances. 

 

Slippers/Socks: 

As the wet weather will be upon us soon and to maintain the cleanliness of the carpet, we 

request that children please bring a pair of cheap slippers or thick sock/slippers to keep 

at school. That way children will have warm, dry feet during learning time. But...please ensure 

you label your children’s school shoes, this is easily done with a permanent marker on the 

inside label.  

 

Brain Food: 

Brain food is a small healthy snack that children eat before Recess, during learning time, 

usually between 9:30-10:00. We encourage you to provide bite-sized manageable pieces of 

food (in a separate container to their lunchbox), such as grapes, apples, 

carrot/celery/cucumber sticks etc. that are not sticky and messy to eat.  

  

Toys/Valuables: 

The policy at St. Simon’s is that children do not bring toys or precious items to school. This is 

so children do not get upset if the item is lost or damaged.  

 

Spare Clothes: 

Please ensure you pack a change of clothes inside your child’s schoolbag; including underwear, 

socks/tights and pants. Prep teachers have purchased some sets of new underwear. If your 

child for any reason needs a dry pair of underwear and they do not have any in their bag, 

they will be given a brand new pair to wear. We would ask that these are replaced with a new 

set of underwear and given to your child’s teacher. That way, we will be able to assist your 

child and others should they require a dry pair of underwear.  

 

 



 

 

During Term 2, we will be covering the following units of work: 

Our Religious Education unit is linked to our investigation unit. However, we will firstly 

complete our journey of Easter, through the celebration of Alleluia Day. Then we will move 

onto learning about God as our Protector, through related Bible stories and activities, 

followed by a unit based around Confirmation. Our integrated topic for Term 2 is, ‘Healthy 

mind, healthy body.’ The unit will cover the areas of keeping our bodies healthy and our minds 

strong.  

 

In Literacy, students will continue to learn single letter sounds through Cued 

Articulation/Jolly Phonics, this is directed by the whole school SMART spelling program. This 

is also linked to learning how to form letters. Writing will be firstly linked to the daily 

Reading program, but students will also learn how to structure a recount and procedural 

genres. 

 

*READING-Take home reading will begin this term. Your child has been assessed and their 

reading levels have been allocated based on both a decoding and comprehension 

understanding. PLEASE read the ‘TAKE HOME READING’ letter for additional details.  

Students will be given their WUSHKA password at the beginning of the term. These will be 

stuck into the front cover of their Yellow Reading Journals. This will give your child access to 

a large amount of levelled online books with online quizzes to support the ‘TAKE HOME 

READING’ program.  

 

In Mathematics, we will be continuing to focus on all areas of Number, followed by Shape, 

then Algebra. Students will be given their Mathletics passwords at the beginning of the 

term. These will be stuck inside the front cover of their Yellow Reading Journals. It is 

important that children use Mathletics to support and develop the mathematical skills that 

they are learning and using within the classroom. Additionally, students will be sent home 

with their ‘Math’s Tool Kit’ with a weekly activity which will also support what they are 

learning in class. This can remain in their school bags and returned with their homework book 

on Friday mornings. 

 

Finally, Prep Homework will consist of reading their ‘Take Home Reader’, completing their 

Spelling tasks, revising their Sight words, and doing a Maths task. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Student’s Term 2 Specialist Timetable  

Grade Monday Thursday 

Prep Blue 

Mrs. Katie Edgar 

Library- 

by classroom teacher 

Music 

Art 

PE 

Prep Yellow 

Miss. Philly Tarlinton 

Music-  

by classroom teacher 

Art 

PE 

Library 

Prep Red 

Mrs. Bree Carratello 

Art-  

by classroom teacher 

 Library 

Music 

PE 

Prep Green 

Miss. Emily Stewart 

PE- 

by classroom teacher 

Library 

Music 

Art 

  

Most importantly: The key to creating an effective home-school relationship is communication. 

Parents, please ensure that if you have any concerns that you speak to or email your 

classroom teacher. If you have a concern that you feel needs greater attention than a few 

minutes before or after school, please feel free to make an appointment with your child’s 

teacher. 

 

Teacher emails: 

Katie Edgar kedgar@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au  

Brianna Carratello bcarratello@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au  

Philly Tarlinton ptarlinton@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 

Emily Stewart estewart@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We are looking forward to an exciting Term 2. 

  

Kindest Regards,  

 

Katie Edgar (Prep Blue), Philly Tarlinton (Prep Yellow), and Brianna Carratello (Prep Red) and 

Emily Stewart (Prep Green) 
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