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Grade 4 Newsletter – Term 3, 2017 

School’s Theme: ‘Together We Can Do Great Things’ 
 

Friday, 21st July, 2016 

Dear Parents, 
Welcome back to Term 3 of our school year. We hope you had an enjoyable and 
restful break with family and friends. This term, St Simon’s hosts the annual 
Whole School Curriculum Night in the final week of term. This year the 
Curriculum night will focus on Maths through our Integrated Studies unit ‘May 
the Force Be with You’. 
 
RELIGION 
The units to be covered in Term 3 are: 
 
Parables– In this unit, students will explore the Bible’s referencing system according 
to book, chapter and verse. The students will read different parables from the Bible 
and explore Jesus’ teachings throughout. The focus will be on the parables, the use 
of images, characters, setting and the historical context to make meaning. 
 
Confirmation – In this unit, students will explore the Holy Spirit in action in their 
families, parish and wider community. This unit will explore Jesus as the model of 
love and service and invite students to reflect upon the Fruits and Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. The unit will lead into the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation to 
support the Grade 6 students in their Faith journey. 
 
Creation – This unit will support and connect to the Integrated unit ‘May the Force 
Be with You’. In this unit, the students will revise the Creation story and investigate 
ways that we can live in harmony with God, creation and others. Students will 
explore human choices and the consequences of those both positive and negative. 
Dreamtime stories of Creation will be explored and compared, with students 
exploring stewardship of the Earth. 
 
LITERACY 
Reading 
● Identify character point of view 
● Looking at features of online texts  
● Analyse characters 



● Sequencing ideas  
● Inferential comprehension  
● Cause and Effect  
● Compare and Contrast  
● Oral reading  
● Comprehension strategies  
 

Reminder: All students have a WUSHKA password to access and use e-books for reading 

and comprehension activities to complete both at home and at school. 

 
Writing 
● Develop knowledge of writing strategies of planning, composing, revising, editing 

and publishing 
● Holiday Recount and Journal Writing  
● Report Writing  
● Explanations  
● Rocket Writing/ Writer’s Notebook  
 

Speaking and Listening 
● Make presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, 

varying language according to context 
● Listen for key points in discussions 
● Answer simple questions about familiar topics or recent events 
● Demonstrate active listening strategies (e.g. asking focused questions, 

responding to cues, making visual contact) 
 
Spelling 
Spelling Focus – Using SMART Spelling Program (Say, Meaning, Analyse, 
Remember, Teach) The SMART spelling program is a sequence of graded week-by-
week spelling lists that aim to teach students sounds and syllables. 
● words ending in the consonant suffix-ness 
● ‘v’ as in voice   
● ‘y’ as in yawn and the graph ‘i’ making the sound ‘y’ as in onion 
● ‘or’ making the sound ‘eh’ as in doctor  
● ‘oo’ as in fruit and ‘oo’ making the ‘ew’ sound as in the screw 
● ‘ci’ making the sound ‘sh’ as in special 
● the graph ‘r’ as in rain and the digraph ‘rr’ as in cherry  
● ‘n’ as in net, ‘nn’ as in dinner, the digraph ‘kn’ as in knee 
● the graph ‘m’ as in mouse and the digraph ‘mm’ as in hammer 
 

MATHEMATICS 
In Mathematics, the concepts to be covered include: 
 
Time 

• Revise using analogue and digital clocks to tell time to the nearest minute 
• Use am and pm notation 
• Solve problems involving time duration 
• Convert between units of time 
 
 



Operations using Money 

• Solve simple purchasing problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division 
• Calculate change and round to the nearest five cents 
Event: Friday, July 28th – Start Smart Money Incursion facilitated by the 
Commonwealth Bank  
 
Symmetry/Angles 
• Identify and describe symmetry, asymmetry and pattern in natural and made 
objects 
• Create symmetrical simple and composite (more than one shape) shapes and 
patterns, with and without the use of digital technology 
• Classify angles in relation to a right angle 
 
Fractions and Decimals 
• Locate familiar fractions on a number line 
• Recognise common equivalent fractions 
• Make connections between fractions and decimal notations up to two decimal 
places 
• Count by quarters, halves and thirds, including with mixed numbers 
 
Throughout the term, number facts and mental computation skills will be practised 
alongside the above concepts.  Reminder: All students have a Mathletics 
password to access mathematical learning content and online tasks at home. 
 
 
INTEGRATED STUDIES:  
‘May the Force Be with You’  
The Grade 4 students will be exploring different types of Forces in our world.   
Students will be investigating the four different types of bridges and learn to harness 
their creative, innovative and imaginative ideas and approaches to achieve designed 
solutions when creating their own bridge.   
 

Some of the understandings we hope to develop are:  

● Forces can be exerted by one object on another through direct contact or from 
a distance  

● With guidance, identifying questions in familiar contexts that can be 
investigated scientifically and predict what might happen based on prior 
knowledge  

● Understanding the use of  formal measurements in the collection and 
recording of observations  

● Reflecting on an investigation, including whether a test was fair or not  
● Evaluating their work throughout the investigation process and making 

improvements based on their findings  
 
 
ICT (Information and Communications Technology) 
● Making modifications to work to correcting the spelling of frequently used words 

and fixing simple formatting errors 



● Organising documents into labelled folders on Google Drive and the school 
server 

● Sharing a documents made using Google Apps  
● Becoming familiar with Google Docs, Google Slides, Google Sheets and Google 

Drive 
 
Specialist Classes are held on Tuesdays  

 8:45-9:25 9:25-10:05 10:05-10:45 

4 Blue Library Music Art 

4 Green  P.E Library Music 

4 Red  Art P.E Library 

4 Yellow  Music Art P.E 

 
LIBRARY: Students are encouraged to borrow 3 books from the Library and we 
would like students to leave a chapter book at school for independent reading during 
the week. 
 
JAPANESE: Classes are held on Thursdays.   
 
UNIFORM 
The students are to wear their Sports Uniform on their designated P.E day.  It is 
expected that the full winter school uniform is worn. In regards to accessories, only a 
small Religious cross/medal may be worn around the neck. Watches are permitted, 
but no other bracelets. Silver/gold studs or small sleepers are permitted to be worn. 
Students with long hair must have it tied back. The appropriate colours for hair ties or 
headbands are yellow, brown, black or white. 
 
HOMEWORK 
Homework will be given out on a weekly basis and it will begin in Week 2. Teachers 
request that parents sign the completed homework. Homework will take the form of 
revision of work done in the classroom. It may also include some Number Facts work 
Maths games, Spelling and Religion/Integrated Studies. Students are expected to 
read every night and keep a record of this in their diary, which must be brought to 
school each day.   
Homework will be given out on a Tuesday and due on Monday the following 
week.   
 
MEDICATION/ALLERGIES 
If your child has an allergy or is in need of medication (even if only temporary) it is 
important that you advise your child’s teacher in writing and inform administration. A 
form, obtained from the office, needs to be completed before any medication can be 
administered. Please note that no form of pain killers can be given at school. 
Children with asthma are required to have an Asthma Plan in the office and are able 
to have labelled puffers stored in the sick bay in the office. If you feel your child is 
unwell, please refrain from sending them to school, as the risk of spreading infection 
is extremely high in the school and classroom environment. Any cases of headlice 
should be reported to the office and treated immediately. There are several students 
in the school that have a severe nut allergy and suffer from severe reactions 
even when exposed to nuts on their skin. To make our classrooms and school safe 
places for all students, we ask that students refrain from bringing nuts and nut 



related products such as Peanut Butter and Nutella sandwiches to school. We really 
appreciate your support in this matter. 
 
ABSENCE NOTES 
In accordance with legal requirements, three options are available for notification of 
your child’s absence from school. 
• Written note 
• E-mail to the classroom teacher 
• School Smart phone App use of the absence form. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher if you have queries/concerns 
about any matter. 
 
 
Best Wishes, 
 

The Year 4 Team. 

 

Year 4 Team: 

Mr Nathan Carey                  ncarey@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 

Mrs Natalie Papaioannou     npapaioannou@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 

Miss Taylor Phelan               tphelan@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 

Mr Andrew Miller                  andrewm@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 
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