
 

 
                                                                                        

“Together we can do great things” 

-Mother Theresa 
 

2017 YEAR 3 TERM 3 LETTER 
 
July, 2017 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you for attending the Parent & Teacher Interviews last term. Thank you also for your support and 
confidence in our ability to care for your children here at school. 

Well the first half of the year has gone amazingly quickly – it is hard to believe that August is just around the 
corner!  

We trust you are all enjoying the winter weather and rugging up against the cold. We are all very proud of how 
hard our students worked in Terms 1 & 2 and hope that they are ready for the excitement of a new term and 
new topics.  

This term the children will have many things to cover in the busy curriculum schedule, which we hope will be 
interesting and stimulating for them. The Year 3 teachers firmly believe that our chosen topic will be of great 
interest to the children and will also appeal to the “big kid” in us adults.  

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & INTEGRATED STUDIES 
The Year 3 Religious Education (R.E.) program follows the new curriculum of the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Melbourne. Our R.E. units of work are very much intertwined with the overall curriculum. The topics that the 
Year 3 students will cover in Term 3 are as follows: 

 

 ‘The Holy Spirit in Our Lives’ 

This unit of work is closely linked to the Sacrament of Confirmation which our Year 6 students 
will be celebrating in August. The Grade 3 students will learn how the Holy Spirit inspired the 
early Christians, and how the Holy Spirit continues to be active in people’s lives today. They 
will also be exploring the qualities of Spirit-filled people and investigate the ways in which the 
local Church carries the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 ‘The Church Lives the Word of the Lord’  
This unit of work the students will explore the Old and New Testaments and learn how story is used in the 
Bible to teach God’s message. They will use parables and stories and reflect on the meanings contained 

within these.    
 Friday 21

st
 July – Father Jim’s Farewell Liturgy 2.30 pm 

 Wednesday 26
th
 July – Grandparents Day Liturgy 11.30 am 

 Friday 4
th
 August – 100 days of school Liturgy 2.30 pm 

 Tuesday 15
th
 August – Feats of the Assumption Mass 11.30 am 

 Saturday 26
th
 August – Confirmation Mass 3 pm 

 Sunday 27
th
 August – Confirmation Masses 2 pm & 4 pm 

 Monday 28
th
 August – Father’s Day Liturgy 2.30 pm (3 Green) 

 Friday 1
st
 September – Anointing Mass 9.15 am (Grade 6R & all Grade 3’s) 

 Friday 22
nd

 September – End of Term 3 Liturgy 11.30 am 
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MATHEMATICS 
This term our focus will be on:    

*Measurement using formal units,                                                                                                              
*Multiplication,                                                                                                                                            
*Chance and Probability.    

Where possible, real life, open ended experiences and concrete aids will be used to enhance the students’ 
learning. We will also continue to revise concepts explored in Term 1 and 2 to allow students the opportunity 
to consolidate their learning.  

**We will also be focusing on the 2x, 3x, 5x and 10x tables. 

 
INTEGRATED STUDIES 
As a level, we will focus on the following topic this term: 
 
* Moving Parts in Machines and Children's Toys 
The children will have the opportunity to research how machines are used for development of civilisation and 
also for leisure and pleasure. They will investigate how machines operate and how toys have morphed from 
the simple – ‘Jacks’ to ‘iPads’ and electronic devices. 
 
We will be focusing on the following questions: 

 What is a machine? 

 Have machines improved our lives? (Human machines) 

 How have machines changed work, life, leisure and lifestyles of people? 

 What machines do we use at home? What are machines used for? 

 Are they quicker? Do they save time? 
 
We have also organised an Incursion with Bunnings in Ferntree Gully, as well as an excursion to 
Scienceworks Museum (more information will be provided at a later date). 
*Dates to remember: 

 Friday 11
th
 August – Grade 3 excursion to Scienceworks 

 Thursday 17
th
 August – Year 3 Bunnings Incursion 

 Wednesday 13
th
 & Thursday 14

th
 September – PLANKS Incursion 

 
LITERACY 
 

Reading. Students will continue to be exposed to a variety of printed texts and electronic media to 

consolidate their skills in predicting, inferring, drawing conclusions and summarising. Literature Circles will be 
introduced to the students. 

We strongly emphasise the importance of reading at home and once again encourage parents to support the 
borrowing of  books from the school and/or local library and to listen to their child read regularly at home.  

*Parents, please sign your child’s School Diary if they have read at home. 

Writing. The children will continue to write in a variety of genres, being supported in the planning and editing 

of their work, as well as being encouraged to use descriptive words and phrases to enhance their writing. The 
writing styles we will focus on this term are Procedure, Reviews (book, movies), Comics and Poetry. The use 
of a Dictionary/Thesaurus will be encouraged and we will continue to focus on Personal Spelling lists as well 
as the SMART Spelling Program. 

Speaking and Listening. The students will be asked to give various formal and informal oral 

presentations to the class and to small groups. To promote listening, activities that target giving directions 
verbally to others, and listening and responding to texts will also be included. 

*The school iPads and class computers will be incorporated into the daily program wherever possible to enrich 
the children’s learning experiences. We ask all parents to remind their child of the Year 3-6 Cyber Safety Use 
Agreement they sign at the start of each year. 

 
 
 



SPECIALIST SUBJECTS 
As in the first half of the year Sport, Art, Music and Library (on a rotational basis) will be held each Wednesday 
morning. Sport uniforms are to be worn only on this day and on special occasions designated by the teachers. 
Children and Parents will be informed of these special days. 
*Children in 3 Blue will need to wear their sport uniform on Thursday this term despite not having Specialist 
Sport lessons with Mr Healy, they will follow his program with Miss Pontin. 
*Children in 3 Red will need to bring their recorders to school on Thursdays. 
*Japanese will be held each Tuesday for all classes. 

 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

 Full school uniform is required at all times and sport uniforms and runners on Wednesdays (or other 

day designated by class teacher). 

 Year 3 students will need to bring their runners to school in a plastic bag every second Friday again 

this Term. The class teacher will remind the children prior to the nominated Friday. They are to wear 

their school shoes to and from school on this day. 

 Written notification needs to be provided to your child’s teacher for all student absences. You may 

choose to use the note template provided in the students’ school diaries. The diaries are also a great 

tool to be used for notes and communication you require between yourself and school. 

 The children have been asked to check their pencil cases and stock those with essentials only, i.e. 

grey leads, a red pencil, an eraser and a sharpener. Texta colours and coloured pencils could be kept 

in another pencil case as these tend to be bulky. 

 Hear your child read nightly and sign School Diary. 

 
HOMEWORK  
As is our school policy here at St Simon’s the Year 3 students receive homework on a regular basis. They are 
not expected to undertake more than 30 minutes of set homework per night.  It is important that students 
continue to read every night, whether that be out loud to family members or quietly to themselves. 
 
Homework will generally consist of the children completing the R.E. activity in their School Diary, a Maths 
game or activity and a Literacy activity (Spelling, Grammar, Comprehension, etc.). Please ensure that a 
parent, or both parents, check the completed homework and Student Diary and sign each on Thursday night 
prior to the Friday due date. (Please note, this is separate to signing the Diary for reading).  
 
Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher with any concerns or essential information at any time on the 
email addresses below. We hope and pray that everyone enjoys their learning in Year 3 during Term 3.  

 
We look forward to working with you again this term! 
 
Best Wishes, 

 
The Year 3 Team. 
 
Year 3 Team: 
 
Miss Jessica Cannizzaro      jcannizzaro@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 
 
Miss Louisa Pontin                lpontin@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 
 
Mrs Grace Whelan                gwhelan@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 
 
Mr Shane Wilson                   shanew@ssrowville.catholic.edu.au 
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